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Colonel Habersetzer was born on July 11, 1957, in Augsburg, Germany, and joined the Bundeswehr (German Federal Armed Forces) on July 1, 1977. After completion of basic training und officer’s training at the German Air Force Officers School in Fürstenfeldbruck, he went to the German Armed Forces College in Munich where he earned a degree as certified engineer (Dipl.-Ing.) in aeronautical and space engineering in 1982. From April 1982 on, he received training and qualified as a HAWK SAM Officer at the US Army Air Defense Artillery School and the German Air Force Air Defense School at Fort Bliss, Texas. From August 1983 to June 1986 he served as Platoon Leader and Fire Control Officer with GE 1st Btry, 34th SAM Bn in Rottenburg/Laaber and as Battalion Operations Officer of the same Battalion. In  June 1986 he became Reconnaissance Officer/Battery Operations Officer with GE 4th Btry 34rd SAM Bn at Erding and in April 1988 S-3 Operations Officer of the same Battalion.

From October 1990 until September 1992 he attended the 35th GE Air Force Command and General Staff Officer Course at the Bundeswehr Command and Staff College, Hamburg.

He was then assigned to the Bundeswehr Office for Studies and Exercises/Operations Research in Ottobrunn as Operations Officer and in March 1994 became Assistant Branch Chief at Federal Ministry of Defense, Air Staff III 2, in Bonn. In October 1996 he took over command of the GE 22nd PATRIOT SAM Bn at Penzing. His orders took him back to Bundeswehr Command and Staff College, Department of Air Force Doctrine, in January 1999 as Tutor and Assistant Professor for Air Warfare. From Oktober 2000 until September 2001 he served as Section Head of the Conceptual Development Section, Department of the Inspector General of the Air Force, GE Air Force Office in Cologne. His last assignment was Branch Chief A 3 IV, International Exercises, Simulation und Electronic Warfare, GE Air Force Command, Cologne.
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