Annex G (Radiation Hazards) to CAS Bn SOP for Weapons Firing & Maneuver Area Use

1.  Purpose.  To insure personnel safety when working in the vicinity of radiating radars.

2.  Definition.  Radio frequency radiation from radar antennas present a safety hazard to personnel when the intensity is high; the radiation produces enough heat to damage body tissues permanently and is not immediately apparent.

3.  General.


a.  Personnel will familiarize themselves with the inherent hazards to electro-magnetic radiation and observe appropriate safety measures.


b.  All incoming personnel will be briefed on the hazards of microwave radiation.


c.  Keep transmitter power OFF if radiation is not required.


d.  Treat each radar antenna as a source of continuous radiation regardless of assumed status of transmitter.


e.  Notify operators at the control consoles before working on or around an antenna.


f.  A radio-frequency-source capable of more than one power level of radiation will be assumed to be transmitting at the highest level.


g.  Personnel will avoid assuming positions in front of antenna reflectors.

4.  Radio Frequency Radiation Danger.  See applicable technical manuals.

5.  Precautions.  The following precaution will be taken to insure personnel safety:

Transmitting antennas in a non-rotating mode will not be positioned so as to radiate into areas occupied by personnel or other antennas.
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