Annex J (Range Firing Safety Personnel) to CAS Bn SOP for Weapons Firing & Maneuver Area Use

1.  General.  Persons in charge of, or using ranges, maneuver areas, and training facilities are responsible for compliance with the safety requirements of AR 385-​62 and AR 385-63 and with applicable TMs and Fms.


a.  The commander of using units will:



(1)  Ensure that all personnel are familiar with local range procedures and safety requirements.



(2)  Designate an officer in charge (OIC) (commissioned officer, warrant officer (WO), noncommissioned officer (NCO) for each firing point or range as specified in table 4-1, AR 385-63, to be responsible for the safe conduct of firing and proper use of facilities.



(3)  Comply with paragraph 2, this annex, for certifying individuals who will perform the duties of OIC, WOIC, NCOIC; range safety officer and section chief.

NOTE:  FAW sites require only one certified OIC and RSO per range.  Assistant RSO's will be appointed and certified by the Range OIC as needed.



(4)  Coordinate plans for firing exercises and maneuvers with Range Control.


b.  The officer in charge will:



(1)  Be responsible for the overall safe conduct of training and proper use of facilities.



(2)  Be present at the unit firing area.



(3)  Be a commissioned, warrant, or senior noncommissioned officer from the training or firing unit's chain of command and weapon system qualified and designated by the commander.   



(4)  Appoint an RSO when required to help perform safety responsibilities.  (Additional assistant range safety officers (ARSO) may be appointed as required.)



(5)  Determine when it is safe to fire.



(6)  Supervise the procedures for misfires, hang-fires, and cookoffs. 



(7)  Ensure required communications are established and maintained.



(8)  Not be assigned other duties while acting in this capacity.


c.  The range safety officer will:



(1)  Not be assigned other duties while acting in this capacity.



(2)  Be responsible for the final determination before firing that -



(a)  Weapons are properly positioned.



(b)  Only authorized ammunition, to include proper charge, fuse and fuse settings, are used.



(c)  Firing settings and weapons are within prescribed safety limits and verified.



(d)  Appropriate safety measures are taken and the surface danger zone is clear of personnel.  (This includes closing of barriers denying entry into the impact area and the posting of road guards.)
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(e)  Proper body armor, eye protection and  hearing protection is worn by personnel engaged in firing is required.



(2)  Order an immediate cease fire or check fire when any unsafe condi​tion is observed.



(3)  On completion of firing, verify weapons are clear to the OIC and Range Control and record duds and their approximate location.


d.  Duties of the OIC.



(1)  Prior to firing the OIC will insure that:



(a)  The correct range or firing position is occupied.



(b)  The impact area is clear of unauthorized personnel and safety measures directed by the Range Control  have been taken (use of barriers to deny access into the impact area and posting of road guards).



(c)  Required communications are established and operative.



(d)  Only authorized ammunition, including proper charges and fuses are used.



(e)  Ammunition to be fired is within prescribed safe temperature limits. (f)  All firing precautions (including bore sighting) have been taken. 



(g)  Clearance to fire has been obtained from Range Control.



(2)  During firing.  The OIC will insure that -



(a)  Personnel do not move to or leave from the firing line on small arms ranges or crew-served weapons ranges without the permission of the OIC or RSO.



(b)  Material is not moved from the firing line without permission of the OIC or RSO.



(c)  The surface danger zone is monitored to insure it remains clear.



(d)  Impacts are observed to insure projectiles land within the prescribed impact areas.



(e)  Misfires are removed from the weapon only on command of the OIC in accordance with procedures established for the weapon.



(f)  Weapons are cleared and checked during temporary suspensions of firing.



(g)  Records are maintained on the type of ammunition fired, the number of rounds fired, the number of duds and their approximate location.



(h)  Firing is stopped promptly when any unsafe act is observed or reported.



(3)  After firing the OIC will insure that:



(a)  All weapons are cleared.  (Tank commanders and section chiefs will insure that their weapons are cleared on completion of firing.)



(b)  The number of duds and their approximate location are reported in accordance with this SOP.



(c)  Firing status of ranges or vehicles is properly designated by flags or lights.



(4)  Misfires, hang-fires, and cookoffs.



(a)  The OIC is responsible for supervising the handling and disposition  of misfires, hang-fires, and cookoffs.
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(b)  Procedures for each of these malfunctions depend on the type of weapon and ammunition.  The nature of each malfunction and proper handling procedures must be understood to avoid injury to personnel or property damage.



(c)  Pertinent technical and field manuals will be used to determine proper handling procedures for each malfunction.



(d)  These type of malfunctions will be reported in accordance with AR 75-1.  If they result in injury or property damage, report in accordance with AR 385-40.

2.  Qualification for Utilization of NCOIC's, OIC and RSO.


a.  Personnel will be given the range certification briefing.


b.  A memorandum is submitted to Cdr, CAS Bn, ATTN:  ATZC-B-C (see sample at Appendix 1, page J-1-1) with name, grade, SSN, briefing date and duty position of individual.


c.  The letter will indicate specific range and type of weapon/ammunition to be fired that the individual will supervise.   


d.  A disclaimer statement from the unit must appear on the letter stating that the individual possesses outstanding leadership qualities, is fully qualified in the weapon and ammunition, and is familiar with all range standing operating procedures.


e.  Range Control will verify FB Form 0825 (Qualifying Official Certification).


f.  The certification briefing will be effective for one year after the briefing date.


g.  Safety officer testing at McGregor Range Control will be accomplished on a sport check basis only.  Exceptions to this policy for off post units will be handled on a case-by-case basis.  


h.  Personnel failing the McGregor Range Control certification test will not be retested for at least 24 hours; after second failure, a seven day wait will be required before retesting.  Exceptions will be made on a case-by-case basis.

3.  Decertification.


a.  Range Control may order an immediate cease fire and withdraw "green time" for any safety violation, disregard of Range Control instructions, any act of negligence which compromises safety or results in injury to personnel, or any violation of this SOP.


b.  In all incidents described above, the following procedures will apply:



(1)  OIC and RSO will be decertified for not less than six (6) months.  No waiver or exception to this subparagraph will be considered.



(2)  Range will not be granted "green time" until a qualified and certified OIC and RSO are assigned to the range.



(3)  Decertification notification will be accomplished immediately (verbally) with a written follow-up notification through command channels detailing the circumstances which warranted the decertification.  A copy will be provided to the Center Safety Officer.



(4)  Requests for recertification of personnel decertified will be written and must contain what steps have been taken to prevent recurrence.



(5)  Requests for recertification will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  Approval authority will be the Commander, CAS Bn. 
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Appendix 1 (Request for Officers & NCO's to Perform Duties as OIC/RSO) to Annex J (Range Firing Safety Personnel) to CAS Bn SOP for Weapons Firing & Maneuver Area Use

 (Unit Office Symbol)
                                                                                                                                         (Date)

           

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, CAS Bn, ATTN:  ATZC-B-C, Fort Bliss, TX 79916

SUBJECT:  Request for Officers & NCO's to Perform Duties as Officer-in-Charge/ Range Safety Officer 

1.  Reference:  AR 385-63, page 4-4, Table 4-1.

2.  In accordance with the above reference, request the following personnel from ______________________  be authorized to perform duties as indicated on _____________.                                                                   (Unit)

                                                          (Range)

NAME

             RANK   SN
         BRIEFING DATE             DUTY

Smith, John D               SSG    000-00-0000 
           
                            RSO

Jones, Bobby J             CPT    111-11-1111 
                                                      OIC

3.  Weapons to be supervised:

4.  The above mentioned individuals have satisfactorily completed a standard program of instruction in the duties of RSO developed by the battalion/unit to which they are assigned, and familiar with all range standing operating procedures, are eminently qualified in and knowledgeable of the weapons and ammunition being fired, and will not be assigned any other duties while acting in either of these capacities.  Appointed OIC's and RSO's will not be assigned responsibility for more than one range at a time.








JOHN E. DOE








MAJ, FA 








Adjutant
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Appendix 2 (Request for Waiver) to Annex J (Range Firing Safety Personnel) to CAS Bn SOP for Weapons Firing & Maneuver Area Use

 (Unit Office Symbol)





(Date)

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, CAS Bn, ATTN:  ATZC-B-C, Fort Bliss, TX 79916

SUBJECT:  Request for Waiver for NCO's to Perform Duties as Officer-in-Charge/ Range Safety Officer 

1.  Reference:  AR 385-63, page 4-4, Table 4-1.

2.  In accordance with the above reference, request the following personnel ___________________________ be authorized to perform duties as indicated on _____________.                                                         (Unit)

                                                           (Range)

NAME

              RANK   SN
        TEST_DATE           SCORE          DUTY

Smith, John D               SSG    000-00-0000

    3 Mar 90
              95%               RSO

Jones, Bobby J              CPT    111-11-1111    

    3 Mar 90
              95%               OIC

3.  Weapons to be supervised:_________________________

4.  The above mentioned individuals have satisfactorily completed a standard program of instruction in the duties of RSO developed by the battalion/unit to which they are assigned, and familiar with all range standing operating procedures, are eminently qualified in and knowledgeable of the weapons and ammunition being fired, and will not be assigned any other duties while acting in either of these capacities.  Appointed OIC's and RSO's will not be assigned responsibility for more than one range at a time.








JOHN E. DOE








MAJ, FA








Adjutant
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