Opportunity to Comment on HAMETS Helicopter Operations Project—The Lincoln National Forest is proposing to authorize the Fort Bliss 1st Armored Division Combat Aviation Brigade to conduct High Altitude Mountain Environment Training Strategy (HAMETS) helicopter operations, including the use of helicopter landing zones on National Forest System lands. The purpose of the project is to provide high altitude training in a mountain environment with varied terrain that is not available within either Fort Bliss or White Sands Missile Range military installations. The project area includes up to 18 helicopter landing zones across the Sacramento Ranger District of the Lincoln National Forest. Additionally, staging at the Alamogordo White Sands Regional and Truth or Consequences airports would be considered to more efficiently access the landing zones. Both day and night operations are proposed with an average of 6 hours of training at each site per year. Training at each site would last up to 1 hour per session. 
Additional information regarding these actions can be obtained from: Marcie Kelton, Natural Resources Manager, 4 Lost Lodge Rd, PO Box 288, Cloudcroft, NM 88317; 575-682-2551; marciekelton@fs.fed.us; or on the Lincoln National Forest projects website - http://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/lincoln/landmanagement/projects.
How to Comment and Timeframe—This scoping notice serves as a designated opportunity for public comment. Public comments received in response to this solicitation will help the responsible official identify issues to be addressed in the environmental analysis for this proposal. Reviewers should clearly articulate their concerns and contentions or supporting comments related to the project proposal. Comments should be within the scope of the proposed action, have a direct relationship to the proposed action, and must include supporting reasons for the Responsible Official to consider (36 CFR 218.2). 
Specific written comments (36 CFR 218.2) on the proposed project must be submitted by email in word (.doc), rich text format (.rtf), text (.txt), or hypertext markup language (.html) to comments-southwestern-lincoln-sacramento@fs.fed.us and include the project title in the subject line; or via mail, fax, or in person (Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., excluding holidays) to: Travis Moseley, Forest Supervisor, c/o Ciara Cusack, 4 Lost Lodge Rd, PO Box 288, Cloudcroft, NM 88317; or faxed to 575-682-3394. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Specific written comments will be accepted for 30 calendar days (20 July 2016) following publication of this notice in the Alamogordo Daily News (occurred on 19 June 2016). If the comment period ends on a Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holiday, comments will be accepted until the end of the next Federal working day. The publication date in the newspaper of record is the exclusive means for calculating the comment period. Those wishing to comment should not rely upon dates or timeframe information provided by any other source. It is the responsibility of the sender to ensure timely receipt of any comments submitted (as outlined in 36 CFR 218.25(a)(4)). 
Only individuals or entities (as defined by 36 CFR 218.2) who submit timely and specific written comments about this proposed project during this or another official public comment period established by the responsible official will be eligible to file an objection. Other requirements to be eligible to submit an objection are defined by 36 CFR 218.25 (a)(3). Comments must have an identifiable name attached or verification of identity will be required. Individual members of an entity must submit their own individual comments in order to have eligibility to object as an individual. Names and contact information submitted with comments will become part of the public record and may be released under the Freedom of Information Act. Oral comments and written comments submitted outside a designated opportunity for public comment will be considered but will not establish objection eligibility.
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