Native Americans
Piro-Manso-Tiwa Indian Tribe

6C-¢

vx\s(l'Tl Wy , I 30
S AN
T g

TRIB‘. Registared @

Pueblo of San Juan de Guadalupe
P.0, Box 16243
Yag Cruces, Hew Mexdco 82004

26 Jarwary 1999

vicki Hamilton

U.5. Army Air Defense Artillery Center & Fort Bliss,
Directorate of the Environment,

Attn; ATZC-DOE-C (PEIS)

Building 516 B, Pleasonton Read,

Fort Bliss, Texas 79916-6812

BE: (A), Fort Bliss Mission & Master Plan, Programmatic Envirommental
Impact Statement (DRAFT)

Dr, Andrew Vliet, DPhil

Program Manager, McGregor Rerewal

U.5. Army Air Defense Artillery Center & Fort Rliss
Attn: P,0, Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

RE: (B). McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal,
Legislative Environmental Impact Statement {DRAFT)

ENCLOSURES: (a). Bureau of Indian Affairs Acknowledgement cases

{b), Cultural/Historical Assessment of the Piro/Manso/Tiwa Tribe
by Nick Houser, Cultural Anthropologist

Dear Ms Hamilton and Dr, Vliet:
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The Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe, Pueblo of San Juan de Guadalupe,
P.0. Box 16243, Las Cruces, New Mexico 88004, hercby submits written comments
to reference (A) and (B) Draft Environmental Tmpact Statements.

Where applicable, the Tribe expresses a common comment by referencing the
appropriate section and/or paragraph of the applicable EIS document(s).
Please note that the Tribal comments are limited only to the "DRAFT" EIS
documents that have been submitted to the Tribe for review. All other
documentation referenced in the EIS documents were not provided with the
"IRAFT" Reports.

Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe comments:

A. Fort Bliss EIS, 4.9 Cultural Resources, and
McGregor EIS, 3.9 Cultural Resources

For the record, the Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe, submits the following
commentary to correct and update EIS deficiences and cmissions of the Cultural
history and affiliation of this Tribe in New Mexico, Texas and the El Paso
del norte geographical land areas.

1. The Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe, Pusblo of San Juan de Guadalupe officially
filed a Petition for Federal Recognition with the Bureau of Indian Affairs
in January 1, 1992. The Petition of the Tribe is under ready consideration
by the Bureau and the Tribe is listed as number 8 on a Ready Status.{ see
enclosure (a) }.

The people of the Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe, Pueblo of San Juan de
Guadalupe, Las Cruces, New Mexico are lineal descendants of the Piro Pueblcs
of Abo, alamille, Gran Quivira, Quaral, Senmecu, Socorro and Tajique of the

Salinas Pueblos of central New Mexico, Senecu del Sur and Socorro del Sur of the
El Paso del Norte areas. Also, the Tribe is comprised of descendants from the
Tiwa Pueblos of Isleta, New Mexico and Ysleta del Sur, Texas. In addition,
the Tribe is comprised of descendants of the Manso (Athapaskan) Indians, who
were the aboriginal inhabitants of the Mesilla Valley of southern New Mexico
and who occupied the geographical areas from the Mimbres Valley to the
Guadalupe mountains of Texas and into northern Mexico as encountered by the
Spanish Explorer Coronado in 1540. The Organ Mountains are identified as the
MANSO MOUNTATNS in earlier Spanish gecgraphical maps and documents. The
Manso people and descendants have used the Franklin and Organ Mountain ranges
for sacred worship, Further, the Tribe claims cfficial cultural affiliation
to the Mimbres-Mogollon cultures and the Jornada-Mogollon cultures of which
archaeological sites and burial grounds are evident in the Fort Bliss/McGregor/
White Sands/Eclloman AFB Military complexes and National Park Service grounds.
Pursuant to Public Law 101-601, MNative American Graves Protection and
Tepatriation Act, (NAGPRA), the Tribe has filed claims of Cultural affiliation
on the Human remain and associated funerary objects with; (1) Salinas Pueblo
Missions National Momment, (2) Carlsbad Caverns Natiocnal Park, (3) Guadalupe

Mountains National Park, (4} White Sands Naticnal Monument, (5) Gila Cliff
Dwellings National Monument, (6) Chamisal Mational Memorial, (7) San Diego
Museum of Man, (8) Cibola National Forest and the same is applicable to Fort
Bliss and McGregor.
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The Tribe utilizes certain mountain sites inconjunction with permits from the
Bureau of Land Management and other Federal jurisdictions. Also, the Tribe for
ceramonial and religious uses obtains permits for use of plants, minerals and
vegetation for seasonal religious and traditicnal Native American cbservances.

The Tribe requests that the two EIS documents be amended to reflect the
Cultural affiliation of the Tribe to Fort Bliss and the McGregor Range. Further,
the Tribe would appreciate copies of the inventories of Human remains and
associated funerary objects and Archeaclogical studies. As a supplement to our
coments, the Tribe submits enclesure (b), a Cultural/Historical Assessment of
the Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe by Mick Houser, Cultural Anthropclogist.

1 . VOLUME II, FORT BLISS EIS APPENDIX D, APPENDIX R., McGREGOR TARLE 1,56-1.

(uestion: Upon reading both EIS's. and in particular concerning
Archaeological, CQultural and Historical Resources, the REPORTS
make references to consultation with Native Anerican Tribes, however
the 2ppendix does not contain any Memorandums of Agreements {(MOA) or
Memorandims of Understanding (MOU) with any Wative American Tribes??

MeGregor EIS 3.9.4.2, pages 3.89-6,3.9-7 reflect the various Federal
Acts, hut how are they implemented without MOAs or MOUs with the
applicable Tribes??

2. VOLUME II, FGRT BLISS EIS, APPENDIX B., 4,7 WATER RESOURCES

QUESTICN: RE; B.3.7 and 4.7 Water Resources. In Isleta Pueblc V.
City of Albuquerque, certain purity standards of the Safe Drinking
Water Act were adjudicated by the 9th Circuit Court. Is Fort Bliss,
Megregor and other city entities pumping and/or discharging water
into the acquifers and River basin effected by these standards??

The Tribe wishes to thank Fort Bliss and McGregor for affording us the
opportunity to comment on the DRAFT Envircnmental Impact Statements,

Pursuant to Public Law 101-601 Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (MAGPRA), the Tribe claims cultural affiliation to the
Fort Bliss and McGregor Ranges and requests bi-lateral cultural consultation
on MAGPRA issues.

Tf additional information is required, please contact the Piro/Manso/Tiwa

Indian Tribal Office, P.0. Box 16243, Las Cruces, MNew Mexico 88004,
telephone (505)271-5012 or (505)647-5372,

Sincerely,

For the Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe:

LouG.s RoyWrn;:/}

73. Section 3.9.3.4 was revised to include the following. “None
of the inventories conducted to date have identified Piro-
Manso-Tiwa human remains or associated funerary objects.”

74. Federal agency consultation with Native American tribes
occurs under the auspice of the Executive Memorandum (29
April 1994) entitled, “Government-to-Government Relations
with Native American Tribal Governments”. Under this
guidance, it is not necessary to have an existing
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), MOU, or other
agreement document in place between the federal agency
and the Native American tribe. However, MOUs are in
development with the federally recognized tribes in the area.

75. Federal acts requiring consultation with Native American
tribes are implemented through the NEPA process and U.S.
Army Regulations (Department of the Army [DA] Pamphlet
200-4), which reference the federal acts and require
compliance with those acts.

Native American tribes may also participate in consultation
through the avenues of public scoping and public comment.

76. The Army has no discharging facilities on McGregor Range.
The Army facilities at Fort Bliss do not pump/and or
discharge water into aquifers and river basins affected by
the adjudicated standards.
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Enclosure: (a}
Friday, Qctober 16, 1898 http:/fwww.doi.gav/bias0s1 7stat.htm

-- Biloxi, Chitimacha Confederation of Muskogees, Inc. (#56a) (Withdrew from the United Houma Nation,
Inc, 9/6/93; responding to same Proposed Finding; comment period closed 5/12/1997)

- Point Au Chien Indian Tribe (#56b) (Withdrew from the United Hourna Nation, Inc, 7/22/1996;
responding to same Proposed finding; comment period closed [ 1/6/97}

Final Determination Pending - 5

17616 United Houma Nation, Inc., LA (#56) (Active 5/20/91; proposed negative finding pub'd 12/22/94,
comment period closed 11/13/96; respn to 3rd-party comments recv'd 2/4/97)

165 Yuchi Tribal Organization, QK (#121) (complete 4/23/93; proposed negative finding pub'd 10/24/95;
comment period closed 4/22/96; comment period extended to 11/29/96; petitioner's respn to comments 5/5/97)

140 Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band of Pottawatomi Indians of MI (formerly, Gua Lake Village Band...)
(#9a) (Active 12/24/96; proposed positive finding pub'd 7/16/97; comment pericd closed 1/12/98; 60 day
period for petitioner to respond to third party comments period closed 3/13/98)

1517 Cowlitz Tribe of Indians, WA (#16) (Active 7/11/95; proposed positive finding pub'd 2/12/97; comment
period closed 8/11/97, comment pertod extended to 11/17/97; 60 day period for petitioner to respond to
third-party comments closed 1/16/98)

356 Duwamish Indian Tribe, WA (#23) (Active 5/1/92; proposed negative finding pub'd 6/28/96; comment
period extended to 7/25/97; comment period extended to 12/22/97, comment period extended to 1/21/98; reply
period closed 3/23/98)

Petitioner Commenting on Proposed Finding - 2

8§36 Snohomish Tribe of Indians, WA (#12) (Active 1/7/81; proposed negative finding pub'd 4/11/83; edited
staff notes provided 3/25/91; comment period reopened 12/1/91, extended indefinitely at petitioner's request
pending resolution of Sumish litigation; comment period reopened; comment peried closed 4/12/98; comment
period extended to

9E198)
1,566 Chinook Indian Tribe/Chinook Nation, WA (#57) (Active 1/28/94; proposed negative finding pub'd

8/22/07; comment period closed 12/22/97; comment period extended to 06/15/98; comment period extended to
7/30/98)

PETITIONS UNDER CONSIDERATION WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF THE
INTERIOR
(as of June 17, 1998, continued)
READY STATUS

Ready, Waiting for Active Consideration - 12

Petitioners have correcied deficiencies and/or stated their petition should be considered "ready” for active
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Friday, Cctaber 18, 1398 hittp:/fwww doi.gowbia/0B17 stat.ntm

consideration. Priority among "ready' petitions is based on the date the petition is determined
"ready" by the Branch of Acknowledgment and Research (BAR).

Ready DateName of Petitioner

10/26/95 Burt Lake Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, Inc., MI (#101} (09/12/1983; doc'n recv'd
9/40/95; TA ltr 4/5/93; respn 10/26/95; complete)

1/17/96 St, Francis/Sokoki Band of Abenakis of VT (#68) (OD Itr 6/14/83; "ready" 8/1/86; petitioner says "not
ready” 9/18/90; complete 1/17/96)

2/12/96 Juaneno Band of Mission Indians, CA (#84a) (doc'n recv'd 2/24/88; OD ltr 1/25/90; respn recv'd
9/24/93, complete; removed from "ready" list G5/19/95; respn recv'd 9/28/95)

2/14/96 Mashpee Wampanoag, MA (#15) (doc'n recy'd 8/16/9C; OD lir 7/30/91; respn recv'd 1/24/96; ready
2/14/96)

2/28/96 Brothertown Indians of Wisconsin, WI(#67) (4/15/80; doc'n recv'd 2/13/96; ready 2/28/96)

5/23/96 Juaneno Band of Mission [ndians, CA (#84b) (withdrew from #84a 12/17/94; formal letter of intent
3/8/96; doc'n recv'd 3/8/96; TA ltr 5/15/96; respn recv'd 5/23/96)

7/30/96 Tolowa Nation, CA (#85) (1/31/83, doc'n recv'd 5/12/86; OD ltr 4/6/88; respn recv'd 8/22/95 and
11/22/95; limited TA Itr 5/16/96; respn recv'd 7/30/56)

5/29/97 Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe of the Pueblo of San Juan de Guadalupe (formerly Tiwa Indian Tribe),
NM (#5) (1/18/71; doc'n recv'd 3/24/92; OD ltr 8/25/93; respn recv'd 1/10/97)

6/2/97 Schaghticoke Indian Tribe, CT (#79) (12/14/81; doc'n recv'd 12/7/94; TA ltr 6/5/95; respn recv'd
4/16/1997)

10/6/97 Meherrin Tribe, NC (#119b); partial doc'n recv'd 9/11/95; TA ltr 3/15/96; respn recv'd 8/22/97)

1/16/98 Scuthern Sierra Miwuk Nation (#32) (formerly American Indian Council of Mariposa County aka
Yosemite), CA {4/24/82; doc'n recv'd 4/19/84; OD ltr 5/1/85; respn 12/12/86; 2nd OD Itr 4/11/88; respn
1/26/95; respn 1/16/98)

3/26/98 Muwekma Indian Tribe, CA [formerly Ohlone/Coastanoan Muwekma Tribe] (#111) (5/9/89; doc'n
recv'd LO/1/95; BIA letter re: previous recognition 5/24/96; TA Itr 10/10/96; respo recv'd 111/14/96 and
3/28/97; TA ltr 6/30/97; partial respn recv'd 1/16/98; add'l doc'n recv'd 6/10/98)

IN POST-FINAL DECISION APPEAL PROCESS

In Post-Final Deecision Appeal Process - 3

Before the Interior Board of Indian Appeals (IBIA) - 3

82 Golden Hill Paugussett Tribe, CT (#81) (negative final determination pub'd 9/26/96; eff 12/26/96;
petitioner requested reconsideration from IBIA 12/26/96; decision affirmed by IBIA subject to supplemental
proceeding 6/10/98)

313 Snoqualmie Indian Tribe, WA (#20) (positive final determination pub'd 8/29/97; eff. 11/28/97; Tulalip
Tribes requested reconsideration from IBIA 11/26/97)

c4000 MOWA Band of Choctaw, AL (#86) (negative {inal determination pub'd 12/24/97; eff 3/24/98,;
petitioner requested reconsideration from IBIA 3/23/98)
PETITIONS RESOLVED
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Enclosure: (b}

Te: Mr. Andrew J. Royhal
Coordinator, Piro Manso Tiwa Indian Tribe (Las Cruces, New Mexico)
Sabject: Cultural/Historical Assessment of the PMT Indian Tribe
From: Mick Houser, Rescarch Consul Cultural Anthropelogisi/Historian
Date: January 24,1996
Dear Mr. Royhal;
Tt is 2 pl to serve as 3 jant 10 the PMT and coordinate ouy research activites wilh the Tribal

Council and with Dr. Howard Campbel] (UTEP). 1 hereby provide a stalement which is an assessment conceming
the cultiirat and historical rejationship of the PMT as 2 distinet Native Arperican Tribe and the ancestral relationships
to other Indian communities of Southern New Mezico and the E] Paso District (particularly Ysicta, Senecit and E1
Paso del Norte).

1 have reviewed much of the documentary materials which you and other tribal members have developed

as well as thosc by comtract 1t ¥ am imp d with the depth of research and the analysis and
imerpreaation. Thave pted 10 zugment infi jon from my as Y only in those arcas where
T have additional knowledge and can contribute to youe h endeavors, For ple, 1 have introduca! you

and Mr., Campbell to Natividad Camargo, the late Manso descondant of Saa Loremeo (Cd. Judrez, Mezxica). | have
2is0 included addivonal references 1o the Mansos of the Bl Paso and (e Piros of Seneed del Sur {Cd. Juinz). 1
am also aware of the hisiorical interactions and refationchips between Ysieta Pueblo and the Iodians of the Las
Cruces area (i.e., PMT).

FPlease find enclosed a (1) "Chronology of Significant Events - Piro, Manso, Tiwa"; (2) "Manso Research
Bibiiography” (carphasis upon the Manso ancestry of the PMT); (3) 1784 Ysleta Census; (4) 1784 Senecti Census;
(3} 1787 Ysleta Census; (6) 1787 Socorro Census: (7) 1787 Senecd Census: (8) 1792 Yslela Baplisms; and (9) 1841
Ysleta and Senemd Tribal Leaders List. 1 have other consus materials which are not included but T helieve your files
may contain that information. I read the well researched report by Reynolds and Tayior and realized that some of
the surnames that peraic 10 PMT Indians were not traced to Senecit or Ysleta. Many of these Indian surnames are
dbvious Manso Indian aames and arc meatoned in the archival reports and pestain 1o the puchlos of Chamizal, San
José, Barrial, Alamo Grande, San Lorenzo and Pueblito,

1 have an exiensive background in cultural anthropology and history, particularly refated 10 tbe Pire, Manso
and Tigua Indians of the El Paso arca. ] have devoted more than 6 years of concentrated study of these groups and
bave been involved in this research, {rom time to timc, since 1966, I have 1 BA in History, MA in Auntbropology
and a MPH in Health Education. I have worked with Native American communities in the United States and Latin
America for over 20 years.

T wrote 2 chapter in the Handbook of North American Indians (Volume 9) published by the Smithsonian
Institution which coucerned the Tigua Indians of Ysleta del Sur Pusblo (8 Paso, Texas) but aleo mentioned the Piro
and Manso relationships as well as the Indian community of Tortugas (Las Crices, New México). | bave offered
my testimony as an cxpent witness before the US Seate (Indian Affairs Commities) as well as before the State
Legislative Committoe (Avstin, Texas). [ have worked on several claims cases (Ysleta del Sur, and Tonto Apache).
1 have more than 25 years of experience working with Indian communities in the American Southwest (primarily
Arizona, Texas, Nevada, Utah, New Mexico and California),

1 bave been engaged in research in the Ciudad Juarcs arez and worked with the descendants of the Mang
a0d Piro Indians in that vicinily - La Colonia Saa José (Mansc) and Senect del Sur (Piro). I have 2n exteasive
experieacs in working with Spanish and English documents {deed records, reports, civil and church records) and
an a cultural aathropologist have conducted research throughout the El Paso, Cd. Juarez and Las Cruces ancas.

1

Copyright © 1826 by Turtle River Nasion Ine.
Al Rights reserved. No part of thig work
may be reproduced or eopisd in any form.
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1 believe that | am well qualified as cultural anthropologist and historian, who has been involved in
cxtonsive ressarch in this region, to comment on the Manso Tiwa Tribs (PMT). They are the only tribal entity that
formally recognizes (as their name implies) Lheir tribal ancestry 10 the primary indigenous peoples of this region -
the Manso, the Piro and the Tigua. They represent not only the survivors or descendanis of these groups but 2
living legacy that today still is vital and alive and practices the age old traditions of the three groups. This is
uplike, the descendants in Cd. Juarez who acknowledge their Piro and Manso heritage but have lost their cultaral
identity and tribal government and no longer can be idered as Native Ameri

1 believe that the PMT ancestry to the Las Cruces area predates the period of contact with nen-Endians,
The Las Cruces region was Manso aboriginal territory which extended from Presidio, Texas north to the Gila River
in Mew Mexico. The PMT are 2 Native American tribal group whe have coalesced from three major triba groups
in order to survive. This was not a merging of tribes but was 2 gradual process of intermarriage between local tritwl
groups. Even the Tigua of Ysleta del Sur reflect this intermarmiage patiern although they bave retained their Tigua
identity. This continuity of identity and tribal character hes survived despite mpeated attacks 1o destroy this identity
that is docm.\mted lhmugh over a period l'ullr bundred years. Thesc atiacks have taken on many forms that include

the followi ion of tribal lands, cafercement by law which denied the right to
practice nauvc religion, war and xmlmry actions against the native people, stavery, forced laborand peonage, foread
removal from homelands, denial of traditional and subjugation to alien d (epidemi The PMT

THE

have also Suma aneestry, afthough less pronounced.

The cultural identity of 1he PMT is obvious 10 any competent social scientist or historian. Commencing
with my first visit to the Las Cruces area in 1966, T becamne aware that there were two distinct groups who
considered themselves "Indians” and that a split was oceurring between these two peoples. The first group were
aften called the "The Tigua” and possessed an ancestry that included not only the Tigua (of Ysleta del Sur Pusblo)
but the Piro of Seneci del Sur and Manses of Cd. Juanez. In Cd. Juarez I found families (as well as documents and
photopraphs) of Mansas and Piros who were related to the PMT of Las Cruces, Now Mexico, 1 also witnessed the
intcraction between the PMT families and those of the Tigua of Ysleta det Sur Pueble. This interaction involved
common cultural and family associations and involvement in tribal and religious obscrvances at either location.
Tigua oral history ioned relocaiion of family bers to Las Cruces and the acquisition of almagre mineral
face: paint pigment from the Las Crutes poople.

I have examined the PMT genealogical records which clearly demonstrate the tribal ancestry to the Manso,
Tigea and Piro groups of the B Paso district. In fact, ] have submitted newly discovered inlormation concerning
PMT history (several the Judrez archives that contain names of tribal members from the Piro Pucblo of Seneci and
the Manso barrios of Barrial and San Jos€). I have also introduced PMT bers 10 Manso d dants in Cd.
Judrez.

The PMT are a Native American tribal entity who have genealogical and cuitural roots Lo the three base
cultures. The PMT arc an active tribe that represeats a long historical tradition of self governance that has been
recognized by the US Government (BIA Indian School, Indian Scouts for the US Anmy), State of New Mexico (New
Mexico militia), and the governments of Mexico (tribel lands and rights) and Spain {iribal fands and rights). This
legacy is expressed in the lribel government, community and family life and in cercmouial and religious
observances. The tenacious cultural strength of e PMT is the major factor in their survival as a viable Native
American tribe.

Copyright © 1336 by Turtle River Nation Ine.
Al Righta reservad. No part of thig work
may be reproduced or copisd in any form.
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The Organ Mountains in Spanish limes were referred 10 as Sietra do Jos Mansos. Spanish records mention
tbat Manso inhabiting 1be Las Cruces region, especially the Organ M i On several 1ons, Spanish
government officials entered that region to parley for peace with the Mansos or conducied war expisditions 1o
annihilate the Mansos. The Piro and Tigtm ancestry of the PMT is also derived from the Saline Pueblos east of
Socorro, New Mexica. This is 3 shared ancestry with e people of Ysleta del Sur. The Federal Government {Park
Service) has recognized this ancestry as evidence in the re-intemment of hurman remains that were stored at the
Arizona Staie Unjversity (Tempe). The Saline Pueblos wers abandoned during the 1670°s as result of continued
drought and depredations by hostile Indian groups.

The Mansos were the original Indian group in the El Paso arca. The Piro and Tigua arived with the 1680
Pucbio Revoll as refugess (some arrived by force and other volunlarily). There were already (in 1659) some Piro
families in the Manso settlement at the Pass of the North who provided assistance to the first franciscan missionary,
Fray Gartfa de San Frascisco y Zufiiga. There were some Pueblo Indians from New Mexico (Tiwas, Pirs, Tanos.
Tewas) living at Bl Paso del Norte, prior to the Pucblo Revelt. Al this carly time (1659-1680), this wis
intermarriage between the Mansos and other Pueblo Indian peoples.

The PMT represent arc Pucblo Indian. It is well documeated that the Tigua and Piro were Pucblo Indian,
Also, the evidence is over whelming that the Manso were Pueblo Indian as well. Mexican and American reconds
refer to the Manso as Pucbic Indians. This was alse lished by Adolph Bandelier who visited ihe Las Cruces
and E] Paso del Norte regions (Cd. Judrez) and noted the cultural commonalities of the Mants with the Pucblo
Indians of Now Mexico. These associations ipcluded clans and tribal government,

The first recorded land transaction in the EF Paso area involved the purchase of a tract of land near the
Manso mission ¢f Nuestra Sejiors de Guzdalupe from the Manso Indians by the Spanish government (Governor
Aatenio Oterm(n) in order to cstablish the beadquarters of (he g of the provinee of New Metico. The
original mission buill by the Manso Indians still stands today (the only E) Pase Mission intact} and the old civil
building behind the church stapds on the land which the governor purchased from the Iodians.

Despile the alrocilies committed by the Spanish Government on the Manso, Tigua and Piro peopies, that
government was more tolerant and protected Indian rights (especially land) than did the Mexican and American
governments. In fact, the three groups maintained their sovercignty and land during the two hundred year period
of Spanish rule.

The doess of (he ins is among Pueblo Indians (and other Native Americans). This
loog tradition among the PMT is evidenced in the historical record permaining to the Las Cruces area (Organ
Mountains) 2nd among the Tigua, Piro and Manso pucblos of the B Paso district. T have included old newspaper
references 1o the Manso and their ceremonics that related to Cerro de la Bola (Judrez Mountzins). The Manso
Indiaps of El Paso del Norte made: frequent pil grimages to the ins and the historical record demonstrates that
these zctivities invoived other feasts in addition to the Guadzlupe Feast Day. In fact, Mexican authoritics attemptod
10 lerminate these mountain vigils by force.

The patron of the Manso Mission i El Paso del Norie was Old Lady of Guadatupe. This recognition
d with (ke establish of Tortugas who has the same patron. PMT members traditionally have shrines
to Guadalupe in their homes and the main feast was beld in mid december on Guadlaupe Day (Dec. 12).

1 cenaiply coneyr with the analysis of Dr. Howard Campbell concerning modern PMT eultural Jife and
community interaction which is very viable and is n P ive of a loog lradition that has exisied in the Las
Cruces area for some one hundred years and can be traced 10 its Piro, Maoso and Tiwa antecedents. 1 have attended
Iwo Lribal meetings and bave obscrved the sei goverament process and the spirituafily and sense of community thai
characlerizes cach gatbering. The latier involves prayer, cleansing and reverence for mother carth,

Evidence of ibal government and ¢ ity L ion js well d d from the 1950’5 10 the present (oral
bistory, newspaper articles, tribal minutes aod documents and graphically recorded family photograph albums),

3

Copyright © 1936 by Turtle River Nation Ine.
All Rights ressrved. No part of this work
may be raprodueced or copied in any form.
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“The Piro Manso Tigua Tribe arc as the name implies are descendants from the Piro (mainly Seneci de) Sur
in Cd. Judrez, Mexico), Manso (El Paso del Norte or modern day Cd, Judrez, Mexico, and the Las Cruces region
of New Mexico) and the Tigua (Ysicta del Sur, Texas). The PMT also acknewledge 10 be descendants of the Tigua
and Tompiro Indians of the Gran Quivira or Saline Pucblos to the northeast. In this sonse, so are the Tigua of
Yaleta del Sur Pueblo of whom the PMT are also related. The Tigua Safine ancesiry is primarily from Quari Pueblo
and the Piro {or Tompiro} s from Abo Pueblo.

The PMT bave iegitimate claim to the territory in southem New Mexico, espesially within the Las Cruces
area and Organ M ins, which is d d in the historical and anthropolagical literatere, This claim is
through the Manso indians who traditionally occupied the riverain region and adjacent plains and mountains from
southern New Mexico to Presidio, Texas. The Organ Mountains were historically (in the Spanish pexiod) known
as Lhe Sierra de los Manses. Their claim to the Las Cruces area is logical and it is possible that the Manso bands
may have continually hunted and gathered in this region, and from Gime to time lived in this region during the
period from 1659 (founding of £1 Paso de! Nerte and the Manso Mission of Nussta Sciora de Guadalupe). It is
likely, that during periods of threat from bostile Indians {Apaches and C hes), the Manso 110 the E
Paso del Norte area,

The ancient tradition of lighting fires on the mountains in mid December is from the Manso Indians of El
Paso del Norte. This tradition is well established in the historical literature. It may originate from the lighting of
fires o the night of the feast of Guadalwpe and is documented in the bistorical literature concerning Tortegas Pusblo
in Las Cruces. This practice appears 1o originate from (he mid-winter solstice as celebrated by the PMT.

The PMT arc the coly Native American group that formally recognize their Piro, Manso ang Tigea
heritage. In this sense, they are survivors of the Manso and Piro who are now extinct as a tribal entity. Their
histeric association with the Virgin of Guadalupe is from the Manso Indians of E] Paso del Norte.

It is this researcher’s opinion, based on the historicl record and from oral history, that the Manso practiced
some agriculture but relied heavily on a hunting and gathering economy and exploited the Rfo Grande area from
Presidio 1o southern New Mexico and may have extended as far north as the Gila River. At the time of contact with
the White Man, culturally, they were probably Puebio Indians but oo longer lived in sedentary pueblos as did their
relatives to the North (Piro and Tigw indians).

1 wish to thank the PMT Indian Tribe for their cooperation and interest in supporting my research and
collaboration with Dr. Campbell,
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: Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement
Thank you for your input
PLEASE PRINT DATE _ January 1599
Tribal letter comments enclosed.
Louis Rovbal, Governor, Pirc/Manso/Tiwa Tndian Tribe, Pueblo of San Juan de Guadalupe

NAME:

ADDRESS:  PeD. Tox 16243

CITY: Las Cruces,

STATE, 2IP CODE New Mexico 88004

PHONE NUMBER_ { 503 ) 647-5372

Area Code
!
‘glﬂem check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LELS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 199%
Dr. Andy Vilet, Program Manager
U.8. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comiments)
P.0. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: megregor@emh 10.bliss.army.mil
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