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STATE OF NEW MEXICO COUNTY OF OTERO

IN THE MATTER OF THE SCOPING MEETING )
CONCERNING McGREGOR RANGE, MILITARY LAND)
WITHDRAWAL DRAFT LEGISLATIVE )
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT )

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

January 12, 1989

BE IT REMEMBERED that on January 12, 1999, at 6:30 PM at
the ALAMOGORDCO CIVIC CENTER, 800 East First Street, Alamogordo,
New Mexico, a public meeting was held before RON RUFFENACH,
Public Affairs Manager, U.S5. Army Corps of Engineers and the
following transcript was produced by R. JAN WIMBERLY, a Court
Reporter and Notary Public within and for the State of New

Mexico.

DAMA‘S REPORTING SERVICE
P.0. Box 2022, Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310

3-81




8¢

Public Hearing Transcripts
Alamogordo, New Mexico

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page 2
CONTENTS
Page Number
Introduction by Mr. Ron Ruffenach 3
Presentation by Dr. Andy Vliet 5
Presentation by Mr. Sanders 14
PUBLIC QUESTIONS and COMMENTS 19
By Don Carroll 19
By Bill Burt 21
By Ray Quick 21
By Colleen Van Winkle 23
By Doug Sandifer 24
By Ed Buck 24
By Bill Hornback 26
By A. R. Torres 27
By Clarence Goslin 28
By Gordon Yahney 29
By Janie Millican 29
Closing Remarks - Mr. Ruffenach 31
Meeting Adjourned 31
Reporter’s Certificate 32

DAMA'S REPORTING SERVICE
P.0. Box 2022, Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



€8-¢

Public Hearing Transcripts
Alamogordo, New Mexico

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page 3

MR. RUFFENACH: Let me begin by welcoming
everyone this evening. This is a public hearing on the
McGregor Range Military Land Withdrawal Draft Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement. My name’s Ron Ruffenach and I
will be facilitating this evening’s meeting.

This hearing is being held in accordance with the
provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
and the regulations that are published by the Councll on
Environmental Quality. The purpose of this hearing is to
receive your comments about the adequacy of the environmental
analysis and the environmental impacts associated with the
proposals that were studied in the Draft Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement, or DLEIS.

Before proceeding with the overview briefings this
evening, I would like to explain my role. I do work for the
U.S. Army. I have had no involvement in the development of
this document, however, my role this evening is simply to
facilitate this meeting and to have a fair, ordinarily and
impartial hearing, and more importantly, to provide everyone
who would like to speak an opportunity to do so.

This hearing will be conducted in two parts. The
first part will begin with a brief presentation by the Army and
the Bureau of Land Management. Dr. Andy Vliet and Mr. Tim
Sanders will discuss the findings of the DLEIS and the

importance of your participation at this hearing, whether by
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providing oral or written comments tonight, or by simply
listening to our presentations and providing your comments
later,

The second part of the hearing takes up the remainder
of the evening. This will be your time to come up to the
microphone and present your comments on the draft document. 1In
order to accommodate everyone who would like to speak, we will
limit individual comments to five minutes. Elected officials
and their representatives will have ten minutes. The time
limits are necessary so that everyone who wants to speak will
have an opportunity to do so. If you didn’'t sign up to speak
when you first arrived this evening at the registration table,
you can do so during the short break that we will take
following the presentations. The speaker cards can be found at
the registration table.

However, if you do not wish to speak, we encourage
you to submit your comments in writing and we will give more
information on that later, as to when the comment period ends
and where you can mail those comments. Comment forms, there’s a
table here to my right where you can get those comment sheets
and it has an address on there where you can mail those back to
us. We’ll be talking more about that later on in the evening.

We will take, again, a short break between the
presentations and the actual comment period, so that if you

have any questions that you want to get clarified from any of
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the speakers, you can do so at that time. I would like to now
introduce our presenters. Dr. Andy Vliet, the program manager
for the McGregor Range Renewal and Mr. Tim Sanders is the
interagency coordinator for the BLM Las Cruces field office.

Also with us we have a court reporter this evening
because the proceedings for this evening’s meetings are
documented and do in fact become part of the final record.
With that, I will turn the meeting over to Dr. Andy Vliet with
the presentation on the Draft LEIS. If I could please have the
lights down.

DR. VLIET: Thanks, Ron. As he said, my name is
Andy Vliet, I'm the program manager for the McGregor Range
Renewal. I'm the guy behind the mailings that you may have
been getting. And I’ve been fortunate to meet with a lot of
you in circumstance less formal, maybe over coffee or something
like that here in town.

Tonight I'm going to briefly discuss the results of
the Environmental Impact Analysis that we’ve undertaken over
the past year. But before I get into that, I'd like to take a
minute and go over a little bit of background on the McGregor
Range Land Withdrawal process, of which this Draft LEIS is a
part.

The Military Land Withdrawal Act of 1986 authorized
the use of McGregor Range for military purposes through the

year 2001, and requires, among other things, preparation of an
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Environmental Impact Statement to address the effects of
continuing the withdrawal, in this case for 50 years until
2051, if there is a continuing need for the range.

The Army believes that there is a continuing need for
the military training and testing activities that take place on
this range, and has filed an application for extension of the
withdrawal. The application includes several studies and
reports in addition to the LEIS. These studies and reports are
submitted to the Department of the Interior and comprise the
case file for renewal of the land withdrawal.

That information, including proposed legislation
prepared by the Army and BIM, has been transmitted to Congress
for legislative action prior to November 2001. Congress makes
a decision, through its legislation, on the future of McGregor
Range. The Draft LEIS serves as a tool to evaluate
environmental effects of renewing the existing military land
withdrawal and the alternatives.

So with that as background, I’d like to provide you
with a summary of the findings of our Environmental Impact
Analysis for the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range. We
examined six alternatives, including our proposed action to
renew the withdrawal that currently exists and the no action
alternative, to let the withdrawal expire and the land return
to the public domain, that are currently subject to the

Military Lands Withdrawal Act.
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We also did an analysis of environment impacts of
four other alternatives to the proposed action, including one
that was proposed during scoping. Each alternative describes
different portions of McGregor that Congress could renew and
what lands could return to the public domain.

The Army has been conducting studies to identify
potential contamination on McGregor Range. Prior to the return
of currently withdrawn land under any alternative, the
Secretary of the Army would need to prepare a report on lands
that may be contaminated with explosive, toxic or other
hazardous substances, and then decide, in conjunction with the
Secretary of the Interior, what level of cleanup is feasible
given different future uses and relative risks.

Following this decision, the Army would continue with
studies and pursue cleanup actions at McGregor Range to the
extent resources are available. The LEIS alternatives are
compared to the existing or baseline environment in 14 broad
categories of environmental resources, including land use,
water resources, biological resources, noise, cultural
resources and socioeconomics. Here's a summary highlighting
the main findings of our enviromnmental analysis for each of the
six alternatives.

Under Alternative 1, the proposed action, Congress
would renew the McGregor Range land withdrawal under the same

conditions as provided for in Public Law 99-606. McGregor
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Range currently encompasses approximately 697,472 acres of
land, 608,000 of which are withdrawn under Public Law. The
Army owns 71,000 acres in fee and uses 18,000 acres of U.S.
Forest Service land as a safety buffer for ground training.
This additional acreage is not inciuded in the withdrawal but
would continue to be used through an agreement with the Forest
Service. There would be no change for the McGregor Range
boundary under the proposed action.

If Alternative 1 is chosen, impacts to environmental
resources will not change significantly from current
conditions, but there could be a slight increase in water
demand on public supplies in El Pasoc if use of McGregor Range
Camp increases during the renewal period. Land management
would continue as present, including continuation of
nonmilitary land uses and the beneficial effects of the
regional economy.

Operationally, military activities would continue and
could expand in the future as additional training needs arise.
Any potential new military uses of McGregor Range would require
additional project-specific environmental analysis.

Under Alternative 2, McGregor Range, the renewal of
McGregor Range would only include the Tularosa Basin and Otero
Mesa portions of McGregor Range. This is about 698,000 acres
of public land. Under this alternative, the land returned to

the public domain would total about 40,000 acres, it includes
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the Sacramento Mountain Foothills portion of McGregor Range,
and public land in the Culp Canyon Wildermess Study Area. The
Army would retain the fee-owned lands within the area returned
to public domain for specialized training.

Selection of this alternative would result in an
increase in public access to the Sacramento Mountain Foothills
area for nonmilitary users. There would be no significant
impacts to resources, such as biological resources or to public
safety. Impacts to military operations would include a 33%
reduction in Patriot Missile training scernarios, a reduction in
military ground activities in the Sacramento Mountain
Foothills. Training on Army owned land would continue.

Under Alternative 3, the withdrawal would include
approximately 429,000 acres of public land. This is in the
Tularosa Basin of McGregor Range. The area returned to the
public domain, about 180,000 acres, would include public land
on Otero Mesa and in the Sacramento Mountain Foothills portion
of McGregor Range. Culp Canyon Wilderness Study Area and the
McGregor Black Grama Grassland Area of Critical Envirommental
concern would be returned.

The withdrawn area of MeGregor Range would encompass
areas within the Tularosa Basin and the escarpment of Otero
Mega. Army owned property within the lands returned to the
public domain would be retained by the Army for specialized

training.
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If Alternative 3 is selected, military activity on
Otero Mesa would be reduced. The tactical target complex for
Holloman Air Force Base would no longer be used, resulting in
less aircraft noise for residents north and east of Otero
Mesa. The airspace over McGregor Range would continue to be
used for military aircraft training, however. Public access to
the returned areas would increase and there would be fewer road
closures of New Mexico Highway 506. There would be no
significant impact to other resources.

Operationally, the military would have an 89%
reduction in its Patriot Missile training scenario. There
would be a reduction in field training exercise sites, on-road
vehicle maneuver areas, and a reduction in ground training
activities in the Sacramento Mountain Foothills and on Otero
Mesa. Training on Army owned land would continue.

Alternative 4 would renew the withdrawal of about
365,000 acres for continued military use. This includes the
Tularosa Basin portion of McGregor Range south of New Mexico
Highway 506. This alternative would not renew the withdrawal
of any portion of McGregor Range north of New Mexico Highway
506 or on the Otero Mesa.

The lands returned to the public domain, about
244,000 acres, are comprised of all the existing leased cattle
grazing units in currently withdrawn land, the Culp Canyon

Wilderness Study Area, and McGregor Black Grama Grassland Area
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of Critical Environmental Concern. The portion of grazing unit
2 south of New Mexico Highway 506 would be exchanged for the
area between New Mexice Highway 506 and grazing unit three.
Army owned property within the lands returned to the public
domain would be retained for specialized training.

Environmental impacts would be the same as under
Alternative 3, but there would be no closures of New Mexico
Highway 506 for military reasons. There would be a reduction
in aircraft noise because the land north of Highway 506 that
currently has a bombing range would be returned to the public
domain and the military use would cease. The tactical target
complex for Helloman Air Force Base on Oterc Mesa would also
cease to be used. However, military aircraft training in the
airspace over McGregor Range would continue.

From a military operational standpoint, impacts on
Patriot Missile training would be the same as under Alternative
3. There would be no military ground operations on public
lands on Otero Mesa and north of New Mexico Highway 506, but
training could continue on Army owned land within those areas.

Under Alternative 5, the no action alternative, there
would be no renewal of any portion of withdrawn lands on
McGregor Range. All currently withdrawn lands would return to
the public domain. Army owned parcels surrounded by public
land would be exchanged for public lands in the southern part

of McGregor Range to retain training capabilities and essential
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infrastructure around McGregor Range Camp, McGregor Ammunition
Supply Point, and the Meyer Range Complex. The installation
facilities on McGregor Range that would have to be relocated
elsewhere include the Orogrande Range, the SHORAD Range, and
the McGregor Range Firing Complex.

There would be no further military use of the land
returned to the public domain. Restricted airspace above the
land area would continue to be used for aircraft training by
military units in the region. In addition te the environmental
impacts that would occur if Alternative 4 were selected, there
could be increased soil erosion in the Tularosa Basin portion
of the range from cleanup activities and grazing under the No
Action Alternative.

However, erosion from military activities would be
less and there would be a reduction in noise associated with
military activities. Unless public access to portions of
Tularosa Basin is restricted prior to cleanup, there could be
increased safety risks. A minor economic impact would result
from the decrease in military employment and purchases.
Operationally, the military would continue aircraft training in
the airspace above McGregor, but there would be no military
ground operations except at the south end of the range.

Alternative 6 was developed using public comments
submitted during scoping. It was suggested that Congress

designate the Culp Canyon Wilderness Study Area as a Wilderness
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area. In addition, it was suggested that Congress designate
the Otero Mesa and Sacramento Mountain Foothills, including
in-holdings owned by the Army, as a National Conservation
Area. The affected Army owned in-holdings would be exchanged
for other public lands within McGregor Range.

This alternative would require future Congressional
action, separate from the Army’'s proposed renewal of the
military land withdrawal, and could alter management practices
associated with the area included in the National Conservation
Area. Existing grazing would continue to be available for
multiple uses, to the extent that these areas have productive
value. The land would be managed in accordance with public
land laws and Congressional specifications for the National
Conservation Area.

The area, as envisioned, could be designated along
with Alternatives 3, 4 or 5. Environmental impacts would be
the same as those that would occur if Alternative 3, 4 or 5
were selected, plus some changes to land use designations would
be required. Military operational impacts would be the same as
those under Alternative 3, 4 or 5, except that no military
training would occur within the National Conservation Area.

To sum up, the Draft LEIS did not identify any
significant environmental impacts with any of the alternatives
compared to current conditions. Operationally, the renewal is

needed to meet our nation’s training requirements now and into
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the future. As I mentioned earlier, the Congressional decision
for the Army'’'s proposal will be, in effect, the record of
decision for the LEIS.

Comments we receive tonight will be used to prepare
the final LEIS, which is scheduled for completion by ARugust of
this year. While the Military Lands Withdrawal Act only
required a draft document, we have chosen to complete a final
LEIS which considers public comment on the draft. The final
LEIS will be distributed to local libraries, individuals,
agencies, local government and organizations. All of your
comments on the Draft LEIS will be considered for the Final
LEIS.

Again, thank you for your time and coming out tonight
and I'1ll be followed by Mr. Tim Sanders from the BLM.

MR. SANDERS: Thank you, Andy. My name is Tim
Sanders, I‘'m the assistant field manager for the Las Cruces
office of the BLM. I would like to talk to you tonight about
the Bureau of Land Managment’s involvement in the McGregor
Range EIS. McGregor Range is a part of the public lands and is
administered jointly by the Las Cruces Field Office of the
Bureau of Land Management, Department of the Interior and the
U.S. Army, Fort Bliss.

The BLM manages McGregor Range much like the adjacent
public land, providing for such uses as public access, hunting

and livestock grazing. The BLM 1s a cooperating agency in the
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McGregor withdrawal project. 1In this capacity, the BLM has
reviewed the draft documents and provided input for development
of the withdrawal draft EIS.

McGregor Range offers an assortment of spectacular
natural resources. McGregor Range contains three distinct
regions. Going from the lower elevation to the higher, we have
the Tularosa Basin portion of McGregor Range, we alsc have the
Otero Mesa portion and the Mountain Foothills. The area of
McGregor Range known as Otero Mesa and the Mountain Foothills
contain some of New Mexico’s most spectacular cultural,
recreational, livestock, wildlife and biological resources.

Otero Mesa and the Foothills contains a nationally
recognized wilderness study area, the Culp Canyon Wilderness
Study area, a black grama grassland area of critical
environmental concern and extensive deer and antelope herds.
The area also provides an important grazing resource and is one
of the few military withdrawals where the public is allowed
access. As a co-manager of McGregor Range, the BLM has focused
its management on the protection and the enhancement of these
valuable public resources.

The Bureau of Land Management worked with Fort Bliss
to develop the EIS alternatives that were presented to you
tonight. Alternative 3, which would return Otero Mesa and the
Foothills to public land status is the alternative that is most

compatible with resource values and public use interests of the
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BLM.

Under Alternative 3, Oterc Mesa and the Mountain
Foothills would be returned to public land status and would be
avallable for unrestricted public uses. Congress will
ultimately select the boundary for McGregor Range Withdrawal.
Congress may very well select an alternative other than
Alternative 3, If this occurs, five major items should be
included in whichever alternative Congress ultimately selects.
I would like to go over those five major items with you
tonight.

The first of the five is that because of the
uniqueness of Otero Mesa and the Foothills, the alternative
selected must protect this valuable area.

Second, if an alternative rewithdrawing Otero Mesa
and the Foothills is selected, the alternative must restrict
the types of military missions which would be allowable on the
Otero Mesa and the Foothills.

Third, the existing 1990 Memorandum of Understanding
that exists between the BLM and the Army should be incorporated
into whatever alternative is selected. This would ensure
public access and continued natural resource management by the
Bureau of Land Management. Incorporation of the 1990 OMU would
clearly delineate management responsibility eon the range, and
would address allowable land and mineral uses, wildlife and

cultural resource protection measures and livestock grazing

DAMA'S REPORTING SERVICE
P.O. Box 2022, Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



L67€

Public Hearing Transcripts
Alamogordo, New Mexico

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page 17

practices.

Fourth, the selected alternative must ensure
continued public access to the range.

And lastly, the withdrawal term should be
commensurate with the foreseeable uses of the Range. The Fort
Bliss Mission and Master Plan EIS indicates the military
planning horizon is usually 20-years. If there is a withdrawal
renewal, we believe it should be commensurate with the
military’s own 20-year planning horizon.

I would like to conclude tonight by saying the
publie, BLM and the Army have had a long relationship on
McGregor Range. This is a critical moment in determining the
fate of over one-half million acres of land in southern New
Mexico. It is crucial that the BLM and Army work at the local
level with the public's input and support to craft an
alternative which will protect the public use and the natural
resources of McGregor Range. Thank you very much.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, Tim. And thank you
all for your attention. We realize that this is a very
complicated process and we welcome gquestions to clarify
information and to provide additional information during a
short term break that we’'re going to take before we start the
public comment period.

Once again, when we do return from that short break,

we will begin with elected officials, followed by those who
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registered in the order that they so indicated on those cards
when you came in. I will remind you, however though, that the
informal discussions that take place during the break and
following the meeting will not be deocumented by the court
reporter. So therefore, if you have something that you really
want included in the official record and you want considered in
comments on the draft document, you can provide those again
during the comment period at the mike or we strongly encourage
those to be provided to us in writing. And again, you can do
so by getting the address and the information from the comment
table here to my right.

Oral comments are no less important than the written
ones, so if you’re not comfortable speaking in front of others,
you can submit those, like I said, to us in writing. If you
have brought written comments, you can turn those in this
evening to me and I will make sure that they get incorporated
in the document. If you want to mail in a comment, the mailing
address is on the fact sheets that are at the different
stations. Again, the comment period ends February 9th, 1999.
Again, all those comments and all the proceedings from this
evening’s meeting and two follow-on meetings tomorrow night in
Las Cruces and Thursday night in El Paso will become part of
the final document.

And right now I’d like to limit our break, initially

we were scheduled for a 1l5-minute break, I‘d like to limit that
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to 10 minutes, if that's all right with everybody. I have 7:00
o’clock straight up, on the clock in the back of the room and
we’ll reconvene at ten after, thank you.

(Recess was taken.)

MR. RUFFENACH: I‘d like to begin the comment
period again for this evening. So far we have had nine people
who have expressed an interest to speak. Once we go through
those nine cards, I will do a call ouwt in case there’s anybody
in the audience who would like to make a comment. The comments
will be taken at this microphone here in the center aisle. And
when you come to that microphone, we ask that you speak very
clearly, stating your name and your address, so that that can
be documented by the court reporter.

During your comments we will give you a sign, the
lady sitting here in the front seat will show you a sign
indicating you have 30 seconds left. At that time, we’d ask
that you begin to draw your comments to a conclusion. And at
the end of five minutes, she will hold up another sign, asking
that you please stop.

Again, please restrict your comments to the document
that we're talking about, the Draft LEIS. Our first speaker
this evening is the Honorable Don Carrell, who is the Mayor of
the City of Alamogordo.

MAYOR: CARROLL: Thank you. First I'd like to

welcome you to Alamogordo and thank you for holding this public

DAMA’'S REPORTING SERVICE
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hearing here this evening. McGregor Range is vitally important
to our community and we appreciate the oppertunity to have our
community give their input for the continued withdrawal.

I would like to speak on behalf of the continued
withdrawal under Alternative 1. The City Commission recently
passed a resolution supporting Alternative 1 for the withdrawal
and I'11 give you a copy of that. We feel that Alternative 1,
which keeps it as it is today, is & workable plan, it gives
maximum flexibility to the military to continue the testing and
training that they do and will allow future testing and
training missions.

The current situation is a partnership with the
public and with BLM and that has worked well in the past and we
are confident that it will continue to work that way in the
future. So I would again say that the City Commission of the
City of Alamogorde is in support of Alternative 1.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Our next
speaker is Bill Hornback.

MR. HORNBACK: I would like to hold for a minute
or two.

MR. RUFFENACH: I'm sorry, sir.

MR. HORNBACK: I’'d like to hold coff for a minute
or two.

MR. RUFFENACH: Our next speaker is George

Bussing. Mr. Bussing? Our next speaker is Mr. Bill Burt.

DAMA’S REPORTING SERVICE
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military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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MR. BURT: Thank you very much. My name, again
is Bill Burt, I live here in Alamogordo and I’'m the chairman of
the Committee of 50 for Alamegorde. And I‘d like to go on
record saying that the Committee of 50 is in favor of
Alternative 1 for the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range.

Just like the Mayor commented, the cooperation
between the BLM and the Army has been there for several years.
With its continued use, continued withdrawal, we see that
continuing on. And we at the Committee of 50 would again like
to support Alternative 1 for the continued withdrawal.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, Mr. Burt. Our next
speaker is Mr. Ray Quick.

MR. QUICK: I‘m Ray Quick, I spent the first few
years of my 1life out on MoGregor Range. The Army, most of the
fences and stuff, me and my dad built up in Culp Canyon and
stuff. The only -- I work for BLM, I work on their windmills.
With this Alternative 1, nobody has mentioned the German Air
Force coming in. With the range closed down where BLM can’t
take care of the water, the Army doesn’t care.

It’s been in the past, I suppose I've been working
for BLM about 20 years when they called me. Whenever the range
is closed, the Army does not care if deer are cut water, if
cows are out water, it makes no difference to the Army. And

it‘s not going to make any difference to these 50 in

Alamogordo, or the banks, they’re not going to be hurting.

DAMA 'S REPORTING SERVICE
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analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

The potential impacts resulting from GAF operations on
McGregor Range are summarized in Chapter 4 of the LEIS
and presented in more detail in the Final EIS, Proposed
Expansion of GAF Operations at HAFB, New Mexico. Under
Alternative 1, the BLM will continue to co-manage McGregor
Range, and will continue to have access to maintain the
water pipelines, tanks and other improvements.
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What's going to be hurting if the German Air Force moves out
there, you’'re not menticning that. In all of this, you’'re not
mentioning that.

There’s going to be a bumper zone around there where
BIM taps into the water., I was hoping more people would talk
before I said anything, but I know what’s going to happen I‘'ve
seen deer starving. When they took McGregor Range, then before
BLM took over and the ranchers, you know, they kicked the
ranchers out, the water all went dry. Deer was standing out
there starving, nobody cared.

When BLM took over, BLM is doing a very good job.
They're keeping water in. If you extend it where they can’t
work on pipeline for five days a week during the daytime, if
water goes down, your deer is going to starve, your cattle are
going to starve and there won’'t be anything.

In this other alternative to make it a wilderness
area, without somebody maintaining the pipeline there is no
water on McGregor, except for mud tanks. You give five years
without cattle watering in the mud tank, a mud tank goes dry,
it won’t hold. There will be no deer. There will be no
antelope in the center of it, they will have to go elsewhere to
get water,

BLM is doing a good job, they’'re keeping everything
going good, but if you make it to where they can’t get in there

at any time except on the weekends, that’s not enough time. A
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cow in the summertime or a deer can die within a week. And the
Army does not care. The Army does not care that a well is down
and stock is out of water. They have a man on 506 and they
won’t let me go through anytime.

That’s just about all I have to say, except BLM is
doing a good jok and I don’t think you should let the German
Air Force use it. I was in the Air Forece, I have nothing
against the American military. I do have something against
training foreign troops on our scoil. And I think you've
probably got some more people that’s going to say something
about that. But you guys are not mentioning what's going on.

Now, I think you’'re going te get what you want, this
is not going to make any difference. We‘re just here because
you have to do this. And you’'re going to do what you want to
do, but a few of us are going to protest. Thank you.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, Mr. Quick. Our next
speaker is Colleen Van Winkle.

MS. VAN WINKLE: Hi, I‘m Colleen Van Winkle and
I'm with the Alamogordeo Chamber of Commerc¢e and the Otero
County Economic Development Council at 1301 North White Sands
Boulevard here in Alamogordo. And on behalf of the Board of
Directors of the Alamogordo Chamber of Commerce and the Board
of Directors of Otero County Economic Development, we are for
Alternative No. 1, the continued use of McGregor Range for both

the public and the military. Thank you.
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MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you. Our next speaker is
Doug Sandifer.

MR. SANDIFER: Doug Sandifer, 240 Hamilton, just
speaking for myself, not an organization or anything.

Basically a hunter. I like Alternative 4 for the simple fact
that Highway 506 will not be closed, that area north of there
would be open to hunting and any other activity and the range
would stay south of that. There would be no disruption of the
public functions in that area, hunting or otherwise. That's
basically what I'd like to say. Thank you.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, sir. Our next speaker
is Mr. Ed Buck.

MR. BUCK: My name is Ed Buck, I‘m an attorney at
law here, 1701 10th Street. Life long resident of this county,
who worked on a ranch out on the mesa. I would like to thank
you for the hearing. I'd like to thank you for the fairness of
considering different alternatives. I would like to ask you to
keep fairness in mind.

I think that this county has other interests than
just commercial, but we do want to see our economy prosper.
And I see prosperity here through the German activity, which I
do not see as a threat to our security of our country. They’ve
been in El1 Paso a long time, we’ve had troops over there and
they seem to be law abiding citizens here. I think they can

contribute to our economy.
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However, I would like to point out that if it might
seem to some government agency that if the government just pays
for land down there in the mesa, then no one should care. And
if the government agency feels that way, they do not understand
the people in this county. Because that area is some of the
finest grazing country and wildlife ccuntry in the State of New
Mexico and possibly this entire region. It is something
unique.

And we wonder, we raise a reasonable question about
why you must use some of the finest grazing land to bomb on,
when there is other barren land that is not that unique. We
raise that reasonable question.

The other thing I, as an individual, would like to
know, which of these alternatives allow the Patriot exercises,
which do not and which of these alternatives allow the German
Air Force and which do not. I haven’t seen that tonight and I
haven’'t been involved in all of these meetings.

There’s another point that I would like to raise that
always has concerned me. The McGregor Range activity withdraws
600,000 acres from our county, from our tax base. It involves
our wildlife. It involves military uses, during these big
military exercises, of our highway with a lot of heavy military
equipment. And it has a major effect on our county but we do

not get much of the economic benefit of it.

The Army stations all their troops in El Paso. They
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The ROD for the Final EIS, Proposed Expansion of GAF
Operations at HAFB, New Mexico, describes rationale for
the decision to place the tactical target complex on the Otero
Mesa portion of McGregor Range. The MOA between the
USAF and the BLM describes the agencies’ commitment to
public access, grazing management, cultural resources,
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs), the Culp
Canyon WSA, and fire management. These documents are
provided in Appendix A of the LEIS.

Chapter 2, Description of Proposed Action and Alternatives,
describes the activities that would or would not be included
in each alternative.
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do all their procurement in El Paso. They do their
construction contracting with contractors in Texas. And they
station their troops down there and we get nothing. We would
like to know 1f the New Mexico communities will get some of the
economic impact if we give you 600,000 acres of our county.

The military, I'm speaking, I'm saying you and I don’t mean to
make it personal. I'm saying the government is taking this
acreage from our tax base and it affects other things and we
would like to get some of the economic impact.

The other thing that I’ve noticed over the years
about economic¢ -- about environmental studies that have been
done for these military establishments is that very seldom do
we get a study and the report and a commitment from the
government about what will happen if you withdraw and leave
us. We don’t see that in these environmental studies and we
would like to ask for that. Thank you.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, sir. I’'ll return to
Mr. Hornback. Are you prepared, sir?

MR. HORNBACK: My name is Bill Hornback, retired
military. I know some of the actions work day to day, but I
seem to have a problem with what’s going on today. Some of the
information incorporated within your EIS is flawed and not
complete and many half truths. Procedures concerning human
dimensions have not been realized within it. Legalities are

not fully complied with. Citizens are frustrated, fed up,

DAMA'S REPORTING SERVICE
P.0O. Box 2022, Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310

196.

197.

The potential socioeconomic impacts resulting from the
alternatives are presented in Section 4.10. The Army
appreciates your involvement in the environmental analysis
process for the renewal of the McGregor Range military land
withdrawal. Your comment was considered during
preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part of this
public comment response document for congressional
review.

Under Alternative 5, No Action, the withdrawal of 608,385
acres of currently withdrawn land on McGregor Range would
not be renewed. There would be no further military use of
the land returned to the public domain. With a decreased
training capability, it is likely that a smaller number of military
units and personnel will spend time at Fort Bliss. It is highly
probable that decreased support will be required. Such
support would include the procurement of fewer goods and
services, mostly from the local economy.  Additional
information regarding the socioeconomic impacts of
implementing Alternative 5 are presented in Section 4.10.5.
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tired of being force fed by bureaucrats.

Alternative 4 is the only option that should be
supperted. I choose this option in hopes of reducing foreign
military presence in New Mexico. We do not need money that
bad. Thank you.

MR, RUFFENACH: Thank you, sir. Our final
speaker who registered early to speak is A.R. Torres.

MR. TORRES: Good evening, my name is Al Torres
or A.R. Torres. And I'm here mainly to advise whoever wants to
contact me, to contact me, I know about the ranges. I was the
territorial maintenance on McGregor Range, Fort Bliss, agent
supervisor. 1 was on those ranges for over 30 years, I know
how they were used. I know exactly how they were used, every
inch of them. I know where it’s dangerous, I know where it
isn‘t.

We had over 1600 miles of roads and fences
maintained. And right now you people may get something back,
Otero County may get something back, but they are not going to
get as much as they think. Alternative 4, if they get it,
they’'re lucky and I agree with it. We move north of 506,
define 506. There are two of them, define them, remove them,
give them to the public domain, not to wilderness.

If you give them to wilderness you're only making the
boundaries, the bordering properties rich. Timberon, Bug

Scuffle, Circle Cross, they become richer. Turn it back to the
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public. The Army can maintain better security in the McGregor
Range by separating with 506 and the boundary that cuts across
to the Hammond Ranch. I know where they are, I know every inch
of it and I would like to see that done. Thank you. Anybody
who wants to contact me, they can do it. Thank you.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, Mr. Torres. Again,
that was our final speaker who registered to speak, I will now
ask if there’s anyone in the audience who would like to make a
comment, they may do so. Please raise your hand, so T can call
you in some orderly fashion. Sir? Please again, it’'s
important, since we do not have a card for you, to state your
name and your address.

MR. GOSLIN: My name is Clarence R. Goslin, Box
1083 Alamogordo. I am very much in again, they have never
mentioned the Air Force needing the bombing range out there.

If our troops need the ground out there to train on, it is
fine. For the Germans, I say no. And this 50 party went
around helping them. If they've got any grandkids, they better
go to thinking, instead of thinking about the dollar and go to
thinking about their grandkids because they're going to be
fighting them again.

I don’t think that they out to be allowed
whatsoever., 1 think that they ocught to allow the people go out
there and hunt or do whatever they like, graze their livestock

out there, county gets all the tax. That's all.
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MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, sir. Anyone else?
Not seeing any other hands or anyone interested in speaking --
excuse me, sir. Please, I'm sorry.

MR. YAHNEY: My name is Gordon Yahney and I'm a
geologist with Harvey Yates Company. I live in Roswell, New
Mexico. I’'m involved in the oil and gas industry. I was
partially or directly responsible for a gas discovery that’s
been made a couple of miles west of Alamo Mountain, which is,
oh, 10 or 15 miles east of McGregor Range along the south
border of the state line.

I guess I'm here as a proponent for multiple use for
McGregor Range that includes oil and gas exploration. I think
that the oll and gas reserve estimates that were part of the
LEIS were grogsly understated. And that, you know, I really
wouldn’t be here unless I thought that there was more oil and
gas potential out there and more reserves to be found.

I think oil and gas activities are not incompatible
with the McGregor Range activities, and that any alternative
that is picked by the Congress or whatever should include o0il
and gas exploration activities as part of that legislation.
And that’s basically my statement.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you very much, sir.
Appreciate it. Anyone else? Yes, ma’am.

MS. MILLICAN: My husband just said you're going

to talk? You don’t know what you’re talking about. 1I‘'m Janie

DAMA'S REPORTING SERVICE
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Millican, I live in High Rolls.

MR. RUFFENACH: Closer to the microphone.

MS. MILLICAN: Closer to the mike, okay. I live
up in High Rolls and one of my concerns is that I would like to
see either 3 or 4, where the Otero Mesa is not used as a
bombing range or have the planes fly over. And it’s purely
selfish, we moved up to the mountains in order te have guiet
and when the planes come over the top of us in Haynes Canyon,
we’ve had some blasts where they break the sound barrier that
knocked dishes out of the counters and so on.

And I think that we need to take more into
consideration, that there’s ranchers out there who are raising
their children and the noise factor, because I agree with
people I hear, that we have not mentioned Otero as a bombing
range and yet it seems like that’s what we’re working towards.
To give this, if we go with No. 1, then that gives the military
the right to go ahead and use that as the Otero bombing range.
And if they do, it will impact upon the lives of the people.
And I personally feel the government has way too much public
land under their control.

So my opinion is that we do need to take some of that
back for our use. There's a whale of a lot of territory out
there that it seems to me like they could find someplace for
the German Army to drop their bombs and do their tralining

without getting into this beautiful Otero Mesa and the other
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area up there. Thank you.

MR, RUFFENACH: Thank you, ma‘'am. I'11l do a last
call and then if I put my head down, T’'ll see another arm go
up. With that, that concludes our comment period for this
evening. Again, the address on the screen is most important
for those of you who wish to continue to provide us input on
the Draft LEIS. Also I would encourage you this evening to
take advantage of a number of the people who are here, who are
involved in the writing of that document.

Again, your discussions, if you want them to be part
of the permanent record, those informal discussions will not be
part of that public record. But I will ask the court reporter
to stay on for a few minutes following our meeting and if you'd
like to go up and present a comment to her directly, you may do
so. However, we really do encourage you tc put your comments
in writing. You can use the forms provided on the table. And
again, the comment period closes February 9th.

On behalf of the Army and BLM, thank you for spending
time with us this evening and thank you for providing your
comments.

(Hearing adjourned at approximately 7:30 PM.)
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO )
) s8 Reporter’s Certificate

COUNTY OF QTERO )

I, R. JAN WIMBERLY, CCR No. 13 within and for the
State of New Mexico, do hereby certify that the foregoing and
attached Transcript of Proceedings of the Public Meeting held
January 12th, 1999, at 6:30 o’clock P.M., was reported by me,
and that the transcript is a true and accurate record of the

meeting, to the best of my knowledge, skill and ability.
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iéz 13

R. Janlazggerly, CCR .
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MR. RUFFENACH: Let me begin by
welcoming you here this evening. This is a public
hearing on the McGregor Range Military Land
Withdrawal Draft Legislative Environmental Impact
Statement.

My name is Ron Ruffenach, and I will be
facilitating this evening's meeting. This meeting
is being held in accordance with the provisions of
the National, NEPA, and the regulations that are
published by the Council on Environmental Quality.

The purpose of this hearing is to receive your
comments about the adequacy of the environmental
analysis, the environmental impact associated with
the proposals that were studied in the Draft
Legislative Environmental Impact Statement, or
DLEIS.

Before proceeding with the opening briefings, I
would like to explain my role. I do work for the
U.S. Army; however, I have had no involvement in the
development of this document. My role here this
evening is simply to make sure we have a fair,
orderly and impartial hearing, and that everyone who
wishes to speak has opportunity to do so.

This hearing will be conducted in two parts.

The first part will begin with a brief presentation

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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by the Army and the Bureau of Land Management. Dr.
Andy Vliet and Mr. Tim Sanders will discuss the
findings of the DLEIS and the importance of your
participation in this hearing, whether by providing
oral or written comments tonight or simply by
listening this evening and providing your comments
later.

The second part of the hearing will take up the
remainder of the evening. This will be your time to
come up to the microphone and present your comments
on the draft document. 1In order to accommodate
everyone who wishes to speak, we will limit
individual comments to five minutes. Elected
officials and their representatives will have 10
minutes. The time limits are necessary so that
everyone wanting to speak will have the opportunity
to do so. And also, we are conducting this meeting
in the exact same format and fashion that we
conducted the last one last evening in Alamogordo
and the one tomorrow night in El1 Paso.

When you signed in this evening, you were asked
whether or not you'd like to speak, and we will
provide everyone, even though you may not have
indicated on the card, an opportunity to do so at

the end of the meeting. You can also provide your
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comments to us in writing. And there is a comment
table in the left-hand corner of the room in the
back, my left, where you can take that comment sheet
and provide your comments. You can leave those here
this evening or, again, you can mail then in to the
address on that sheet. BAnd we'll have the address
posted on screen later this evening, and we'll talk
a little bit more about the time the comment period
ends.

I'd like to now introduce our presenters. Dr.
Andy Vliet is the program manager for the McGregor
Range, New Mexico. And Mr. Tim Sanders is
interagency coordinator in the BLM Las Cruces field
cffice. Also sitting up here this evening is Col.
Jeff Gault, who is the chief of staff at Fort
Bliss.

You'll also notice in the front of the room
there is a court reporter. The comments made this
evening and the complete documentation of this
meeting are going to be handled by the court
reporter, and they will in fact become part of the
permanent record. So with that, let me turn it over
to Dr. Andy Vliet.

DR. VLIET: Hi, my name is Dr. Andy

Vliet, and I'm the program manager for the McGregor
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Range Renewal. I've had a chance previously to
visit with you, and it's kind of good to see you all
again.

Tonight, I'm going to briefly discuss the
results of the environmental impact analysis that we
have undertaken over the past year. But before I
get into that, I'd like to take a minute to go over
a little bit of background on the McGregor Range
land withdrawal process of which this draft LEIS is
a part.

The Military Lands Withdrawal Act of 1986
authorized the use of McGregor Range for military
purposes through the year 2001 and requires, among
other things, preparation of an environmental impact
statement to address the effects of continuing the
withdrawal, in this case for 50 years, until 2051,
if there is a continuing need for McGregor Range.

The Army believes that there is a continuing
need for the military training and testing
activities that take place on the range and has
filed an application for extension of the
withdrawal. The application includes several
studies and reports in addition to the LEIS. These
studies and reports are submitted to the Department

of Interior and comprise a case file for renewal of
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the land withdrawal. That information, including
proposed legislation prepared by the Army and the
BLM, is transmitted to Congress for legislative
action prior to November 2001.

Congress makes this decision through legislation
on the future of McGregor Range. The draft LEIS
serves as a tool to evaluate the environmental
effects of renewing the existing military land
withdrawal and reasonable alternatives. So with
that as background, I'd like to provide you with a
summary of the findings of our environmental impact
analysis for the continued withdrawal of McGregor
Range.

We examined six alternatives, including our
proposed action to renew the withdrawal as it
currently exists, and the no-action alternative to
let the withdrawal expire and return to the public
domain lands that are currently subject to the
Military Lands Withdrawal Act.

We also did an analysis of environmental impacts
of four other alternatives to the proposed action,
including one that was proposed during scoping.
Each alternative describes different portions of
McGregor that Congress could renew and what lands

would be returned to the public domain. The Army
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has been conducting studies to identify potential
contamination on McGregor Range.

Prior to the return of the currently withdrawn
land under any alternative, the Secretary of the
Army would prepare a report on lands contaminated
with explosive, toxic or other hazardous substances
and then decide, along with the Secretary of
Interior, what clean-up is feasible given different
future uses and relative risks.

Following this decision, the Army would continue
its studies and pursue cleanup actions on McGregor
Range to the degree that resources are available.
The LEIS alternatives are compared to the existing
or baseline environment in 14 broad categories of
environmental resources, including: Land use, water
resources, biological resources, noise, cultural
resources, and socioeconomics.

Here is a summary highlighting the minimum
findings of our environmental analysis for each of
the six alternatives:

Under alternative one, the proposed
action--which would renew the McGregor Range land
withdrawal under the same conditions as provided in
public law 99-606. McGregor Range currently

encompasses approximately 698,000 acres of which

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



0CI-¢

Public Hearing Transcripts
Las Cruces, New Mexico

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

608,000 acres are withdrawn under public law. The
Army owns 71,000 acres. And in addition, the Army
uses 18,000 acres of U.S. Forest land as a safety
buffer for ground training. This additional acreage
is not included in the withdrawal, but would
continue to be used through an agreement with the
Forest Service.

There would be no change to McGregor Range
boundaries under the proposed action.

If alternative one is chosen, impacts to
environmental resources will not change
significantly from current conditions, but there
could be a slight increase in water demands and
public supplies in El Paso if the use of McGregor
Range cap increases during the renewal period.

Land management would continue as present,
including continuation of nonmilitary land uses and
the beneficial effects on the regional economy.

Operationally, the military's activities would
continue and could expand in the future as
additional training needs arise. Any potential new
military uses at McGregor Range would require
additional project specific environmental analysis.

Under alternative two--which would renew the

withdrawal of the Tularosa Basin and Otero Mesa
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portions of McGregor Range for continued military
use. This is approximately 670,000 acres of public
land.

Under this alternative, the land returned to the
public domain would total about 40,000 acres, and
includes the Sacramento Mountain Foothill portions
of McGregor Range and public lands in the Culp
Canyon Wilderness Study Area.

The Army would retain fee-owned lands within the
area returned to public domain for specialized
training. Selection of this alternative would
result in an increase in public access to the
Sacramento Mountains Foothills area for nonmilitary
uses. There would be no significant impact to
resources, such as biological resources or to public
safety.

Impact to military operations would include a
33-percent reduction in Patriot Missile training
scenarios and reduction in military ground
activities in the Sacramento Mountain Foothills.
Training on Army-owned land would continue.

Alternative three would renew the withdrawal of
approximately 429,000 acres of public lands for
continued military use. This is in the Tularosa

Basin portion of McGregor Range. The area returned
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to the public domain, about 180,000 acres, would
include public lands on the Otero Mesa and in the
Sacramento Mountains Foothills, portions of the
McGregor Range Culp Canyon Wilderness Study Area,
and the McGregor Black Gramma Grassland area of
critical environmental concern.

The withdrawn area of McGregor Range would
encompass areas within the Tularosa Basin and the
escarpment of the Otero Mesa. Army-owned property
within the lands returned to the public domain would
be retained for specialized military training.

If alternative three is selected, military
activity on Otero Mesa would be reduced and the
tactical target complex supporting Holloman Air
Force Base would no longer be used, resulting in
less aircraft noise for residents north and east of
Otero Mesa. The airspace over McGregor Range would
continue to be used for military aircraft training.

Public access of the returned areas would
increase, and there would be fewer closures of New
Mexico Highway 506. There would be no significant
impacts to other resources.

Operationally, the military would have an
89-percent reduction in its Patriot Missile training

scenarios. There would be a reduction in field
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training exercise sites, on-road-vehicle maneuver
areas and reduction in ground training activities in
the Sacramente Mountains Foothills and on Otero
Mesa.

Again, training on Army-owned lands would
continue.

Under alternative four, which would renew the
withdrawal of 365,000 acres of land for continued
military use. This includes the Tularosa Basin
portion of McGregor Range south of New Mexico
Highway 506.

This alternative would not renew the withdrawal
of any portion of McGregor Range north of New Mexico
Highway 506 or on the Otero Mesa. The lands
returned to the public domain, about 244,000 acres,
are comprised of all the existing leased cattle
grazing units in currently withdrawn lands, the Culp
Canyon Wilderness Study Area, and the McGregor Black
Grama Grasslands area, a critical area of concern.

A portion of grazing unit two south of New
Mexico Highway 506 would be exchanged for an area
between New Mexico Highway 506 and grazing unit
three. Army-owned property within the lands
returned to the public domain would be retained for

specialized training.
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Environmental impactsg would be the same as under
alternative three, but there would be no closures of
New Mexico Highway 506 for military reasocns. There
would be a reduction in aircraft noise, because the
lands north of Highway 506 that currently are used
as a target complex would be returned to the public
domain, and military uses would cease.

The tactical target complex for Holloman Air
Force Base on Otero Mesa would also ceasge to be
used; however, military aircraft training in the
airspace over McGregor Range would continue. From a
military operational standpoint, the impact on
Patriot Missile training would be the same as under
alternative three, There would be no military
ground operations on public lands on Otero Mesa and
north of New Mexico Highway 506, but training would
continue on Army-owned lands within those areas.

Alternative five is the no-action alternative
and would not renew any portion of withdrawn lands
on McGregor Range. All currently withdrawn lands
would return to the public domain.

Army-owned parcels surrounded by public lands
would be exchanged for public lands in the southern
part of McGregor Range through retained training

capability and essential infrastructure around
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McGregor base camp, the McGregor Ammunition Supply
Point, and the Meyer Range Complex. The
installation facilities on McGregor Range that would
have to be relocated elsewhere include the Orogrande
Range, the SHORAD Range, and the McGregor Range
Firing Complex.

There would be no further military use of the
land returned to the public domain. Restricted
alrspace above the land areas would continue to be
used for aircraft training by military units within
the region.

In addition to the environmental impacts that
would occur if alternative four were selected, there
could be increased soil erosion in the Tularocsa
Basin portion of the range from cleanup activities
and grazing under the no-action alternative.
However, erosion from military activities would be
less, and there would be a reduction in noise
associated with military activities.

Unless public access to portions of Tularosa
Basgin is restricted prior to clean-up, there could
be increased safety risks.

Minor economic impacts would result from the
decreased military employment and purchases.

Operationally, the military would continue
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aircraft training in the airspace above McGregor
Range, but there would be no military ground
operations, except at the south end of the range.

Alternative six was developed using public
comments submitted during scoping. It was suggested
that Congress designate the Culp Canyvon Wilderness
Study Area as a wilderness area. In addition, it
was suggested that Congress designate the QOtero Mesa
and Sacramento Mountains Foothills, including
in-heoldings owned by the Army, as a national
conservation area. The affected Army-owned
in-holdings would be exchanged for other public
lands elsewhere within McGregor Range.

This alternative would require further
Congressional action separate from the Army's
proposed renewal of the military land withdrawal and
could alter management practices associated with the
area included in the national conservation area.

The existing grazing area would continue to be
available for multiple uses to the extent that these
areas have productive value. The lands would be
managed in accordance with public land laws and
Congressional specifications for a naticnal
congervation area.

The area, as envisioned, could be designated
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along with alternatives three, four and five. The
environmental impact would be the same ag those
found in alternatives three, four and five, plus
some changes to land use designations may be
required.

Military operational impacts would be the same
as those under alternatives three, four and five,
except no military training would oc¢cur within the
national conservatiocon area.

To sum up, the draft LEIS did not identify any
significant environmental impacts for any of the
alternatives compared to current conditions.

Operationally, the renewal is needed to meet our
nation's training requirements now and into the
future. As I mentioned earlier, a Congressional
decision on the Army's proposal will be, in effect,
the record of decision.

Comments we receive tonight will be used to
prepare the final LEIS which is scheduled for
completion by August of 1999. While the Military
Lands Withdrawal Act only required a draft document,
the Army has chosen to complete a final LEIS which
considers public comments on the draft LEIS.

The final LEIS will be distributed to local

libraries, individuals, agencies, local governments
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and organizations. All of your comments on the
draft LEIS will be considered for the final one.

Again, thank you for your time in coming out
tonight. I'll be followed by Tim Sanders from the
BLM.

MR. SANDERS: Thank you, Andy.

I appreciate the opportunity to be able to speak
with you tonight. My name is Tim Sanders. I'm the
agsistant Field Office Manager for the Lag Cruces
Field Office of BLM.

I would like to speak to you tonight about the
BLM's involvement in the McGregor Range EIS.
McGregor Range is a part of the public lands
administered by the Bureau of Land Management and
the U.8. Army, Fort Bliss.

The BLM manages McGregor Range much like
adjacent public lands, providing for such uses as
public access, hunting and livestock grazing,

The BLM is a cooperating agency in the McGregor
withdrawal project. In this capacity, the BLM has
reviewed the draft EIS and provided input for the
development of the withdrawal EIS.

McGregor Range offers an assortment of
spectacular natural resources. McGregor Range

contains three distinct regions. Going from the
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lower elevations to the higher, we have the Tularosa
Basin porticn of the McGregor Range. We have the
area known as the Otero Mesa. And in the higher
elevation, the Mountain Foothills.

The area of McGregor Range known as Otero Mesa
and the Mountain Foothills contain some of New
Mexico's most spectacular cultural, recreational,
livestock, wildlife and biological resources. Otero
Mesa and the foothills contain a nationally
recognized wilderness study area, a Black Grama
Grassland Area of Critical Environmental Concern,
and extensive deer and antelope herds.

The area also provides an important grazing
resource, and i1s one of the few military withdrawals
where public access continues to be allowed.

As co-manager of McGregor Range, the BLM has
focused its management on the protection and
enhancement of McGregor Range's valuable public
resources. The BLM worked with Ft. Bliss to develop
the EIS alternatives.

Alternative three is the most compatible with
the resource values and public use interests of the
BLM. Under alternative three, Otero Mesa and the
Mountain Foothills would be returned to public land

status and would be available for unrestricted
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public use.

Congress will ultimately select the boundaries
for the McGregor Range withdrawal. Congress may
very well select an alternative other than
alternative three. If this occurs, there are five
major items that should be addressed in whichever
alternative is ultimately selected.

I would like to go over these five items with
¥ou.

Number one, because of the unigueness of Otero
Megsa and the Foothills, the alternative selected
must protect this valuable area.

Second, if an alternative withdrawing Otero Mesa
and the Foothills is selected, the alternative must
restrict the types of military uses which would be
allowed on Otero Mesa and in the Mountain
Foothills.

Third, the existing 1990 memorandum of
understanding between the BLM and the Army should be
incorporated into the alternative. This would
ensure continued public access and continued natural
resource management by the BLM. Incorporation of
the MOU would clearly delineate management
responsibility and would address allowable land and

mineral uses, wildlife and cultural resource
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protection measures, and livestock grazing
practices.

Fourth, the selected alternative must ensure
continued public access.

Lagtly, the withdrawal term should be
commensurate with the foreseeable uses at McGregor
Range. Fort Bliss' own mission and master plan
indicates the military planning horizon is usually
20 years. If there is a withdrawal renewal, it
should be commensurate with the military's own
20-year planning horizon,

In conclusion, I'd like to say that the public,
the BLM, and the Army have had a long relaticnship
on McGregor Range. This is a critical moment in
determining the fate of over one-half million acres
of land in southern New Mexico. It is crucial that
the BLM and Army work at the local level with the
public's input and support to craft an alternative
which will protect public use and alsc protect the
natural resources which occur on McGregor Range.

Thank you very much.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, Tim. And
thank you all for your attention. We realize this
is a very complicated process, so we are going to

take about a 10-minute break at this point in time
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so that those of you who have expressed an interest
to speak can have some discussions or get some
points clarified with the presenters this evening.

Before we do that, 1'd like to just once again
go over a few of the items related to the comment
period. Again, our focus is to listen to your
comments on the draft document; so, therefore, we
would like your comments this evening to pretty much
focus on the document itself.

If you want to make oral comments, again you can
do so, and we will be calling folks up to the
microphone in the order in which they registered.
Once again, if you are shy of standing up to the
microphone, you can provide your comments in
writing, and we will be taking these comments
through February 9th. And I think there is a slide
at the end of the presentations this evening that
has the address on it. But I also think the
handouts that are around the room also reinforce
that.

Again the speakers this evening will be asked to
limit their comments to five minutes. And again we
ask that if you are going to plan on commenting, and
you haven't done so, will you please £ill out a

card. Currently, we have five people who have
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expressed an interest to speak.

Oral comments are no more or less important than
the written ones. And again, all of these comments
will be incorporated into the final document,

At this point in time, I'd like to go ahead and
take about a 10-minute break, and I'll call everyone
back in about one minute before we're ready to
begin, and then we'll have the comment period.

Thank you.
(A recess was taken.)

MR. RUFFENBACH: Ag I said before the
break, we have five speakers who have indicated an
interest in speaking this evening. And again, we
will ask that you limit your comments to five
minutes.

My associlate here in the front will give you a
30-gecond warning sign. We'd ask you to try to draw
your comments to conclusion, begin drawing your
comments to conclusion at that time. Again, we are
conducting these meetings in a format, a similar
format at each of the three locations. 8o in the
interest of being consistent, we've allowed five
minutes at the other locations, and we will do that
again tomorrow evening in E1 Paso.

As we said earlier, also, the meeting is in fact
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being documented by the court reporter, and she
asked that you please come to the microphone and
speak clearly, because this will, in fact, be your
official input document.

We'd like to ask you to restate your name and
address and, again, please try to limit your
comments to the draft LEIS document.

Our first speaker this evening is Marianne

Thaeler.

MS. THAELER: My name is Marianne
Thaeler. I live at 2015 Huntington Drive, Las
Cruces, New Mexico, 88011. I am an Affected

Interest on the 14 grazing units of McGregor Range,
and I am here representing myself.

It is time to stop the long, bitter and historic
battle between the military and the citizens of
southern New Mexicc over acgquisition of lands for
military purposes which began during the World War
II era. Some acguisgitions were made by adverse
condemnation; therefore, it is ironic and
insensitive to the history of McGregor Range for the
German and Japanese militaries to both desire to use
the area, one flying into the path of the other.

The one and only way to put things right is to

support the DLEIS alternative number six. This
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of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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alternative allows Congress to designate the Otero
Mesa and Mountain Foothills, which includes Culp
Canyon Wilderness Study area as a National
Conservation Area with its Culp Canyon WSA as BLM
wilderness.

NCA designation wcould take Otero Mesa and the
Mountain Foothills off the market. I say "off the
market,” because the military solicits customers and
tenants for its ranges. Foreign governments and
multinational forces can choose from those sites
which are said to be available. Cost is the major
factor.

Presently, the German Air Force wants to use
Otero Mesa grasslands to construct a bombing range
tactical target complex. Japan wants to continue to
use the Otero Mesa grasslands as the buffer zone for
live Patriot missile training. The U.S. Army wants
to use the grasslands for Patriot missile training.

While the public presently uses the area for its
historic uses--grazing, hunting and recreation--and
desires to continue to do so. There are alternative
sites for military activities, but they cost more to
use.

Ctero Mesa and the Mountain Foothills, with its

Culp Canyon Wilderness area, gqualifies as a national

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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conservation area because it is unique: It is a
National Historic Landscape with national historic
and archeological sites. It has vast grasslands and
mountain ecosystems. It has unique populations of
plants and animals, including eagles, fox, prairie
dog tecwns, aplomado falcons, and unique cacti and
tall yucca.

It has unigue topography. Oterc Mesa is 1200
feet above the Tularosa Basin floor. The Mountain
Foothills rise above the mesa and provide
spectacular views of two states--Texas and New
Mexico.

It has grazing units with no resident ranchers,
and thus can be managed for the best interest of the
natural resources. It is presently managed for
historic uses--grazing, hunting and recreation.

It can be and should be managed as a showcase
for the historic custom and culture of southern New
Mexico, an historic landscape where ranchers fought
the military, where their homes, corrals, wells and
cisterns, and gravesites still exist.

The unique tall yucca habitat, which is the
nesting habitat for the endangered aplomado falcon,
ig presently used as a buffer zone for live Patriot

Missile training. Every time a missile lands, it

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233

202. Comment considered.
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causes a hot range fire. Hot fires are caused by
burning propellants; cold fires are naturally caused
by lightering fires. But on the ground, it is easy
to see the difference. These fires need to be
stopped. The buffer zone should be eliminated.
There are alternative sites for the training.

Hunting seasons are regulated by the New Mexico
Department of Game and Fish, which also regulates
hunting on the DOD-personnel-only hunting area.
Pronghorn herds are uniquely large and docile, and
hunts are limited to the use of antigue
muzzle-loaded guns and bows and arrows.

The Culp Canyon Wilderness Study area was not
initially recommended for wilderness status solely
because of the temporary withdrawal under BLM/U.S.
Army Fort Bliss joint management., This temporary
withdrawal of Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills
areas of McGregor Range should not be renewed, and
Congress should act to permanently resolve public
versus military conflicts.

For these reasons, the LEIS includes alternative
number six, the designation by Congress of the Otero
Mesa and Mountain Foothills NCA, and designation of
Culp Canyon WSA as wilderness,

I strongly support alternative number 6. I do

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 6523-8233
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not object to the continued use by the military of
the portiocn of McGregor Range which ig in the
Tularosa Basin as long as the activities no longer
impact Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills. Thank
you.

MR. RUFFENBACH: Thank you very
much. Our next speaker is Noel Cooley.

MR. COOLEY: My name is Noel Cooley.
My address is 935 Delta Drive, Lag Cruces, New
Mexico, 88001. I am a member of Dona Ana County
Associated Sportsmen, but I am here tonight tonight
to speak on my own behalf.

I support alternative four. And I support it
for only 20 years. I think a 50-year withdrawal is
too long, and the military doesn't plan that far
ahead anyhow. So I support it for 20 years,
alternative four. Thank you.

MR. RUFFENBACH: Thank you very much,
sir. Our next speaker is Jim Bates.

MR. BATES: My name is Jim Bates. I
live at 2977 Sundance Circle, Las Cruces, New
Mexico, 88001. And I am here representing the
Southwest Consolidated Sportsmen, and I have a
prepared statement to read on their behalf.

The Southwest Consolidated Sportsmen represent

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPCRTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233

203. The Army employs various planning cycles for different

aspects of its mission. For example, the Army uses a 6-year
programming cycle for operational activities with facility
planning over a 20-year horizon. Doctrinal and equipment
life-cycle planning can extend over a period of 40 years or
more. The proposed 50-year withdrawal period
encompasses each of these periods and enables long-term
national security plans to rely on a stable land resource.

Different (shorter or longer) withdrawal periods would not
substantially change the environmental impacts of a land
allocation decision. Continuing stewardship and compliance
activities would be required regardless of duration. Public
and/or agency participation in ongoing environmental
management activiies on McGregor Range is assured
through existing laws, regulations, and policies as listed in
Table 1.6-1. The Army is committed to continuing public
participation under NEPA as major new actions that could
significantly affect the environment are proposed for the
installation. The McGregor Range RMPA, jointly prepared by
the BLM and the Army provides for continuing public
participation. The annual RMP update informs the public of
the progress made in implementing the RMPA. The Army’s
INRMP and ICRMP contain provisions for agency
coordination and revision as necessary every 5 vyears.
Together, these regulatory requirements, policies, and
procedures will ensure opportunities for both public and
agency input into the future.

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



6¢l-¢

204

205

Public Hearing Transcripts
Las Cruces, New Mexico

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

approximately 1,500 outdoors-oriented men and women
in the Las Cruces area. We support alternative
three for the proposed withdrawal. It is our
position that there are adequate areas in the
Tularosa Basin to carry out military objectives,
including the proposed bombing range. However,
recognizing the past history of the McGregor Range,
we feel that the chance of the military returning
the Otero Mesa south of the Sacramento Foothillg
portion of the range to public ownership is remote.

Therefore, our seccondary position on this issue
is that assuming the Otero Mesa and Sacramento
Foothills area is again withdrawn, that the military
be required under the agreement to act cooperatively
with the Bureau of Land Management and the New
Mexico Department of Game and Fish, and the Forest
Service to ensure that this portion of the range is
not degraded or contaminated.

Further, our organization strongly feels that
public access to the range for recreational
purposes, including hunting, should be guaranteed as
part of the withdrawal. Under no circumstances
should any military activity be allowed which would
preclude the use of this area by the public. Aall

such activity should be confined to areas west of

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233

204. Thank you for being involved in the public participation

process. The Army will consider your comment. Many
military activities that occur on McGregor Range prevent the
concurrent use of the land for public recreation. There are
safety issues that would occur should military training and
testing occur in areas that are open for recreational
purposes.

205. Alternative 1, the Army’s proposed action, would continue to

provide public access to McGregor Range consistent with
public safety, the military mission, and the BLM
management of nonmilitary activities.
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the esgcarpment which are already degraded and off
limits to the public.

Finally, it should be noted that at some point
in the future, however distant, this area, as well
as all other military installations will be used for
other purposes. It should be a matter of policy
that the military, or any other contaminating entity
be required to clean up their mess as it occurs
rather than let these areas be ongoing dumping
grounds for potentially highly dangerous materials
and explosives. We must not jeopardize the
well-being of future generations and their quality
of life because of our own present
shortsightedness.

MR. RUFFENBACH: Thank you, Mr.
Bates. Our next speaker is Tony Popp.

MR. POPP: My name is Tony Popp. I
live at 455 El Prado in Las Cruces, New Mexico,
88005. I am president of the Dona Ana County
Associated Sportsmen. I want to thank you for the
opportunity to make comments concerning the McGregor
Range Land Withdrawal Renewal Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement.

You have heard from me before and should not be

surprised by my comments. The first comment I would

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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like to make is that I am pleased to see that the
alternatives do not include the actual permanent
transfer of lands to military use. This assures
that the public will have another chance to have
unrestricted access to the area in question in the
future.

The members of the group I represent are
concerned with two aspects of the renewal. The
first is that we would like to maintain the
integrity of land that makes up McGregor Range. And
second, we would like to maintain and, in fact,
increase public access to the range. In light of
these concerns, we would like to gupport the
no-action alternative.

This may not be reasonable, since it would
severely restrict Ft. Bliss in accomplishing its
military training missions. As we all know, the
Tularosa Basin portion of McGregor Range cannot be
used by the public because of the presence of
unexploded ordnance.

The possibility of this area being rehabilitated
to the extent of allowing public use is very low.
Even if it could be done, the price is prohibitive.
We do not want the rest of McGregor Range to become

like the Tularosa Basin. The alternatives presented

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233

206. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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do not suggest that the rest of the range will be
used this extensively; however, the plan is to
increase the use of the other arecas of the range.

The protection of the Otero Mesa and Sacramento
Foothills portions of McGregor Range are of primary
interest to the group. Any additional use by the
military increases the possibility of long-lasting
damage to the habitat in these portions of the
range; therefore, the Dona Ana County Associated
Sportsmen would support alternatives three through
six. Any cf these alternatives would ensure no
damage to areas of primary concern and would allow
access to the public, since the areas would be
returned to unrestricted public use.

If either alternative one or alternative two is
selected, there are some things that still can be
done to preotect habitat and ensure access by the
public. First of all, the area must be co-managed
by the military and BLM.

The BLM has done a great job in managing the
area for public use. 1In particular, the grazing
management practices provide an excellent example of
how all grazing allotments could be managed.

Second, access by the public must be assured.

While I must commend the military in its efforts to

ELSIE R. PCRTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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assure access, the amount of access is usually
determined by the sitting commander. These access
issues should be addressed in, and access
guaranteed, in the legislative withdrawal
documents.

Thank you for allowing me to present thesge
comments.

MR. RUFFENBACH: Thank you, Mr.
Popp. Our next speaker is Cheryl Blevins.

MS. BLEVINS: My name is Cheryl
Blevins. P. 0. Box 443, Mesilla, New Mexice,
88046. And I'm here representing the Southern New
Mexico Group of the Sierra Club, which includes
members from the southern part of the state,
including Silver City, Alamogordec, and T or C. And
I am also representing the Rio Grande Chapter of the
Sierra Club, which includes the whole state of New
Mexico, as well as West Texas.

We would like to express our support for Otero
Mesa and the Sacramento Mountains Foothills as a
national conservation area and also for Culp Canyon
as a wilderness area, alternative six.

Otero Mesa rises 1200 feet above the floor of
the Tularosa Basin. The foothills in the Sacramento

Mountains rise above the basin. Culp Canyen is a

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICC 523-8233

207. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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wildernegs study area in the Sacramento Foothills.
Otero Mesa and the Mountain Foothills is
presently managed jointly by the BLM and the U.S.
Army, Ft. Bliss, until the year 2001. The BLM
manages Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills for
multiple uses--wildlife, recreation, grazing, and

hunting. The U.S. Army uses portions of the area

occasionally for multinational force training and as
a buffer zone for live-fire missile training. These

military training programs expire with the temporary

withdrawal of M¢Gregor Range in the year 2001.

Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills are recognized

as an historic landscape under the rules of the New
Mexico State Historic Preservation Offices, with
designation to the National Registry of Historic
Places. This historic landscape includes 10
historic homesites an over 100 prehistoric sites.
The area is being evaluated by the Mescalero and
Tigua Indians for potential historic sacred sites.

Alternative six in the legislative EIS, the
rewithdrawal of McGregor Range for 50 years, would
have Congress designate Otero Mesa and Mountain
Foothills as a national conservation area and Culp
Canyon as a BLM wilderness area.

We support alternative six. The German Air

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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Force wants it for a bombing range complex. The
Army wants it for missile training. Alternative
sites for these activities exist. We think
Congressicnal designation of Otero Mesa and Mountain
Foothills as a national conservation area, and Culp
Canyon as a BLM wilderness area is very important
and needed. Thank you.

MR. RUFFENBACH: Thank you very
much.

That concludes the speakers who have registered
this evening. Is there anyone at this point in time
that did not register that would like to make a
comment?

Once again, I'll allow five minutes on these
comments? Anyone? Not seeing anyone, again, that
concludes the formal portion of the meeting;
however, a member of the BLM paneled, and Fort Bliss
folks are here this evening, and will be more than
happy to answer any guestions you might have. Just
a reminder, though, that those questions and the
exchange of information does not become part of the
permanent records; so, therefore, we again encourage
you to provide your comments to us in writing By
February 9th to the address listed up there.

Or again, you can FAX us to the number listed on

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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the thing. Thank you for taking the time out of
your very busy schedules to be with us this
evening. Thank you, for coming.

(Formal meeting adjourned at 7:26

(Following statement dictated to the
court reporter at the end of the
formal comment section.)
MR. HAKKILA: My name is Mark
Hakkila, 1750 Boston Drive, Las Cruces, New Mexico,
88001. I'm representing myself. And I support
alternative five or no-action alternative. I
believe that the Army loses site of American freedom
and what it is. And to me, American freedom is the
ability for me, as an American, to go use public
land. And this is important public land. It has a
lot of recreational values to it that the Army
doesn't manage and in fact destroys. And I think
it's important to keep this land available for the
American public. That's the basis of American
freedom for me and for a lot of future generations.

That's it.

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233

208. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

I, ELSIE R. PORTER, do hereby certify that I
was a Certified Court Reporter for the State of New
Mexico on January 13, 1999.

I further certify that the preceding 34 pages
represent a true and correct transcript of the
public hearing held on that date, to the best of my

knowledge and ability.

oo Prde

Elsie R. Porter, NM CCR #61

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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Doiia Ana County Associated Sportsmen, Inc.
Written Follow-up to Support Spoken Comments at Las Cruces Public Hearing

Dona Ana Comnty Associated Sportsmen, Inc,

P.0.Box 1517 . Las Gruces, N. M. 88001
Dedicated to The Canservation of Seils, Forests, Waters, Wildlife, and Al Naturel Resources

Afitlinted with
NEW MEXICO WILDLIFE FEDERATION

January 13, 1999

MeGregor Range Military Land Withdrawal Renewal
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA

P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Madam/Sir:

1 wart to thank for the opportunity to testify concerning the McGregor Range Land Withdrawal
Renewal Legislative Environmental Impact Statement. You have heard from me before and
shoufd not be’surprised by my comments.

The first comment I would like to make is that T am pleased to see that the alternatives do not
include the actual permanent transfers of land to military use, This assures that the public will -
have another chance to have unrestricted access to the area in question in the future.

The members of the group I represent are concerned with two aspects of the renewal. The first is
that we would like to maintain the integrity of land that makes up McGregor Range and second
we would like to maintain and, in fact, increase public access to the Range. In light of these
coneerns we would like to support the No Action Alternative. This may not be a reasonable
alternative since it would severely restricts Fort Bliss in accomplishing its military training
Mmiss10ns. -

As we all know the Tularosa Basin portion of McGregor Range cannot be used by the public
becanse of the presence of unexploded ordinance. The possibility of this area being rehabilitated
to the extent of alfowing public use is very low. Even if it could be done the price is prohibitive.
We do not want the rest of McGregor Range to become like the Tularosa Basin. The alternatives
presented de not suggest that the rest of the Range will be used this extensively. However the
plan is to increase the use of the other areas of the Range.

The protection of the Otero Mesa and Sacramento Foothills portions of McGregor Range are of
primary interest to the group. Any additional use by the military increases the possibility of long
lasting damage to the habitat in these portions of the Range. Therefore, the Dona Ana County
Associated Sportsmen would support altematives three through six. Any of these alternatives
would ensure no damage to the areas of primary concern and would allow access to the public
since the areas would be returned to unrestricted public use.
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I either Alternative ong or Alternative two is selected, thete are Some things that still can be
dons to protect habitat and ensure access by the public. First of ll the area must be co-managed
by the military and BLM. The BLM has done a great job in managing the area for public use. In
perticular the grazing management practices provide an excellent example of how all grazing
allotments could be managed.

Second, access by the public must be assured. While I must commend the mifitary in its efforts
to assure access, the amount of aceess is usually determined by the sitting commander, These
aceess issues should be addressed in, and access guaranteed, in legislative withdrawal
documents.

Thaxk you for allowing m¢ to present these comments for your consideration.

Respectfully,

—
Jord / %ﬁ
Tony Popp, President
Dona Ana County Associated Sportsmen, Inc.
P.0. Box 1417
Las Crces, NM 88004
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Marianne Thaeler
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TESTIMONY McGREGOR RANGE LEIS HEARING
Hilton Hotel, Las Cruces, New Mexico
January 13, 1999, 6:30 PM

My name is Marianne Thaeler.
T'am an Affected Interest on the 14 grazing units of McGregor Range.
I am here representing myself.

It is time to stop the long and bitter historic battles between the military and
the citizens of southern New Mexico over acquisition of lands for military
purposes which began during the WWII era. Some acquisitions were made by
adverse condemnation. Therefore, it is ironic and insensitive to the history of
McGregor Range for the German and Japanese militaties to both desire to use
the area - one flying into the path of the other.

D
The one and only way to put things right is to support the LEIS
Alternative #6.

This Alternative allows Congress to designate the Otero Mesa and Mountain
Foothills (which includes Culp Canyon Wilderness Study Area) as a National
Conservation Area with its Culp Canyon WSA as BLM Wilderness.

NCA designation would take Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills “OFF THE
MARKET.”

I say “off the market” because the military solicits customers and tenants for 28
ranges. Foreign governments and multi-national forces can choose from

those sites which are said to be available. COST IS THE MAJOR FACTOR,,
Presently, the German AF wants to use Otero Mesa grasslands to construct a
bombing range tactical target complex, Japan wants to continue to use the

Otero Mesa grasslands as a buffer zone for live PATRIOT missile training,

and the US Army wants to use the grasslands for PATRIOT missile training.
While the public presently uses the area for historic uses - grazing, hunting

and recreation, and desires to continue to do so.

There are alternative sites for military activities, but they cost more to use.
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Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills with its Culp Canyon Wildness area
quelifies as a National Conservation Area, because it is unique:

- it is a National Historic Landscape with National Historic and Archeologic
Sites.

- it has vast grasslands and mountain ecosystems.

- it has unique populations of plants and animals, eagles, fox, praitie dog
towns, aplomado falcons, and unique cacti, and tall yucca.

- it has unique topography. Otero Mesa is 1200 feet above the Tularosa Basin
floor. The Mountain Foothills aze rise above the Mesa and provide
spectacular views of two states, Texas and New Mexico.

- it has grazing units with no resident ranchers, and thus can be managed for
the best interests of the natural resources.

- it is presently managed for historic uses - grazing, hunting, and recreation.

- it can be, and should be, managed as a Show Case for the historic custom
and culture of southern New Mexico, an historic landscape where ranchers
fought the military, where there homes, corrals, wells and cisterns, and
grave site still exist.

The unique tall yucca habitat, which is nesting habitat for the endangered
aplomado falcon, is presently used for a buffer zone for live PATRIOT
missile training, Every time a missile lands it causes a hot range fires, (Hot
fires are caused by burning propellant, cold fires are naturally caused by
lightning fires. On the ground it is easy to see the difference.) These fires
need to be stopped. The buffer zone should be eliminated. There are
alternative sites for the training,

Hunting seasons are regulated by the New Mexico Dept. of Game and Fish,

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



SI-¢

Marianne Thaeler
Written Follow-up to Support Spoken Comments at Las Cruces Public Hearing

Page 3

which also regulates hunting on the DOD PERSONELL ONLY hunting area.
Pronghorn herds are uniquely large and docile, and hunts are limited to the
use of antique mussel loaded guns and bow-and-arrow,

The Culp Canyon Wilderness Study Area was not initially recommended for
Wilderness status, solely because of the temporary withdrawal under
BLM/US Army Ft. Bliss joint management. This temporary withdrawal of
Otero Mesa and Mountains Foothills area of McGregor Range should not be
renewed and Congress should act to permanently resolve the public vs.
military conflicts,

For these reasons, the LEIS includes Alternative #6, the designation by
Congress of the Otero Mesa and Mountains Foothills NCA, and designation
of the Culp Canyon WSA as Wilderness,

I strongly support Alternative #6.

I do not object to the continued use by the military of the portion of
McGregor Range which is in the Tularosa Basin, as long as activities no
longer impact Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills.

Thank you.
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MR. RUFFENNACH: If I can have everybody take their
seat, we’'re going to begin.

Let me first begin by welcoming you here this
evening to -- this is a public hearing on the McGregor
Range Military Land Withdrawal Draft Legiglative
Environmental Impact Statement. My name is Ron
Ruffennach and I will be facilitating this evening’s
meeting. This meeting is being held in accordance with
the provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act
or NEPA and the regulations that are published by the
Council on Environmental Quality.

The purpose of this hearing is to receive your
comments about the adequacy of the environmental analysis
and the environmental impacts associated with the
proposals that were studied in the Draft Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement or DLEIS.

Before proceeding with the overview briefings this
evening, I would like to explain my role tonight. I do
work for the U. §. Army; however, I‘'ve had no involvement
in the development of this document. My role is simply
to ensure that we have a fair, orderly and impartial
hearing and that all who desire to be heard have the
opportunity to do so.

This hearing will be conducted in two parts. The
first part will be briefings by the Army and the Bureau

2
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of Land Management. Dr. Andy Vliet and Mr. Tim Sanders
will discuss the findings of the DLEIS and the importance
of your participation at this hearing whether by
providing oral or written comments tonight or simply
listening to our presentation and providing your comments
later.

The second part of the hearing takes up the
remainder of the evening. This will be your time to come
up to the microphone and present your commentg on the
draft document. In order to accommodate everyone who
wishes to speak, we will limit individual comments to
five minutes., Elected officials and representatives will
have ten minutes. The time limits are necessary so that
everyone wanting to speak will have an opportunity to do
so. And at this point this time I think it’s important
to point ocut the fact that the format for this meeting
this evening is being done the exact same way we’ve done
the two previous evening meetings, the one in Alamogordo
on Tuesday night and the one last evening in Las Cruces.

When you registered you were asked if you’'d like to
speak and we have those cards this evening and we’ll take
the speakers in the order in which they registered.
However, if you do not want to speak this evening, you
can also provide your comments to us in writing and we’ll

have a date up on the screen later on and an address
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where you can mail your comments. There are comment
sheets in the back of the room where you can actually
take those with you, complete them and mail them in to us
or provide your comments in any way you’'d like to by a
date that we’ll tell you later.

Our presenters for this evening are Dr. Andy Vliet
who is the program manager of the McGregor Range land
renewal and Mr. Tim Sanders, who is the interagency
coordinator for BLM in the Las Cruces field office. Also
here this evening is Colonel Jeff Gault, who is the chief
of staff at Fort Bliss. Following their presentations I
will go over the procedures for the public comment
period.

I'd like to now turn it over to Dr. Andy Vliet.

MR. VLIET: Thanks, Ron. I’m Dr. Andy Vliet. I'm
the program manager and responsible for the preparation
of the draft LEIS. Tonight I'm going to briefly discuss
the results of the environmental impact analysis that we
have undertaken over the past year, but before I get into
that, I‘'d like to take a minute and go over a little bit
of background of the McGregor Range land withdrawal
process of which this draft LEIS is a part.

The Military Lands Withdrawal Act of 1986
authorized the use of McGregor Range for military
purposes through the year 2001 and requires among other

4
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things the preparation of an environmental impact
statement to address the effects continuing the
withdrawal, in this case for 50 years, until 2051, if
there is a continuing need for McGregor Range. The Army
believes there is a continuing need for the military
training and testing activities that take place on the
range and has filed an application for extension of the
withdrawal.

The application includes several studies and
reports in addition to the LEIS. These studies and
reports are submitted to the Department of Interior and
comprise the case file for renewal of the land
withdrawal. That information, including proposed
legislation prepared by the Army and the BLM, is then
transmitted to Congress for legislative action prilor to
November 2001.

Congress makes the decision through legislation on
the future of McGregor Range. The draft LEIS serves as a
tool to evaluate environmental effects of renewing the
existing military land withdrawal and reasonable
alternatives. So with that as background, I'd like to
provide to you a summary of the findings of our
environmental impact analysis for the continued
withdrawal of McGregor Range.

We examined six alternatives including our proposed

5
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action to renew the withdrawal as it currently exists and
the no-action alternative, to let the withdrawal expire
and return to the public domain of 608,000 acres of
McGregor Range that are currently subject to the Military
Lands Withdrawal Act. We also did an analysis of
environmental impacts of four other alternatives to the
proposed action including one that was proposed during
scoping. Each alternative describes different portions
of McGregor that Congress could renew and what lands
would be returned to the public domain.

The Army has been conducting studies to identify
potential contamination of McGregor Range. Prior to the
return of currently withdrawn land under any alternative,
the Secretary of the Army would prepare a report on lands
contaminated with explosive, toxic or other hazardous
substances and then decide along with the Secretary of
Interior what level of cleanup is feasible given
different future uses and relative risks. Following this
decision the Army would continue with studies and pursue
cleanup actions at McGregor Range to the degree resources
are available.

The LETS alternatives are compared to the existing
or baseline environment in 14 broad categories of
environmental resources including land use, water

resources, biological resources, noise, cultural
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resources and socioeconomics. Here’'s a summary
highlighting the main findings of our environmental
analysis for each of the six alternatives.

Under alternative one, the proposed action would
renew the McGregor Range land withdrawal under the same
conditions as provided in Public Law 99-606. McGregor
Range currently encompasses approximately 697,000 acres;
608,000 acres are withdrawn under public law.

The Army owns 71,000 acres. In addition, the Army
uses 18,000 acres of U. S. Forest Service land as a
safety buffer and for ground training. This additional
acreage is not included in the withdrawal but would
continue to be used through an agreement with the Forest
Service. There would be no change to the McGregor Range
boundary under the proposed action.

If alternative one is chosen impacts to
environmental resources would not change significantly
from current conditions, but there could be a slight
increase in water demand on public supplies in El Paso.
If use of the McGregor Range camp increases during the
renewal period, land management would continue as present
including continuation of nonmilitary land uses and the
beneficial effects on the regional economy.

Operationally the military’'s activities would

continue and could expand in the future as additional
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training needs arise. Any potential new military uses of
MeGregor Range would require additional project-specific
environmental analysis.

Alternative two would renew the withdrawal of the
Tularosa Basin and Otero Mesa portions of McGregor Range
for continued military use. This is approximately six
hundred -- correction -- 569,000 acres of public land.
Under this alternative the land returned to the public
domain would total about 40,000 acres and includes the
Sacramento Mountains foothills portion of McGregor Range
and the public land in the Culp Canyon Wilderness study
area. The Army would retain fee-owned lands within the
area returned to public domain for specialized training.

Selection of this alternative would result in an
increase in public access to the Sacramento Mountain
foothills area for nonmilitary users. There would be no
significant impacts to resources such as biological
resources or to public safety.

Impacts to military operations would include a 33
percent reduction in Patriot missile training scenarios
and reduction in military ground activities in the
Sacramento Mountain foothills. Training on Army-owned
lands would centinue.

Alternative three would renew the withdrawal of
approximately 429,000 acres of public land for continued

8
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military use. This is in the Tularosa Basin portion of
McGregor Range. The area returned tc the public domain,
about 180,000 acres would include public land on the
Otero Mesa and in the Sacramento Mountain foothills
portions of McGregor Range, Culp Canyon Wilderness study
area and the McGregor black grama grasslands area of
critical environmental concern.

The withdrawn area of McGregor Range would
encompass areas within the Tularosa Basin and the
escarpment of Otero Mesa. Army-owned property within the
lands returned to the public domain would be retained by
the Army for training.

1f alternative three is selected, military activity
on Otero Mesa would be reduced and the tactical training
complex proposed by the U. S. Air Force would no longer
be used resulting in less aircraft noise for residents
north and east of Otero Mesa. The air space over
McGregor Range would continue to be used for military
aircraft training, however.

Public access to the returned areas would increase
and there would be fewer closures of New Mexico Highway
506, There would be no significant impacts to other
resources.

Operationally the military would have an 89 percent

reduction in its Patriot missile training scenarios.
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There would be a reduction in field training exercise
sites, on-road vehicle maneuver areas and reduction in
ground training activities in the Sacramento Mountain
foothills and on the Otero Mesa. Training on Army-owned
land would continue.

Alternative four would renew the withdrawal of
about 365,000 acres for continued military use. This
includes the Tularosa Basin portion of McGregor range
south of New Mexico Highway 506. This alternative would
not renew the withdrawal of any portion of McGregor Range
north of New Mexico Highway 506 or on Oterc Mesa. The
lands returned to the public domain, about 244,000 acres,
are comprised of all the existing leased cattle grazing
units in currently withdrawn lands, the Culp Canyon
wilderness study area and the black -- McGregor black
grama grassland area of critical environmental concern.

The portion of grazing unit two south of New Mexico
Highway 506 would be exchanged for the area between New
Mexico Highway 506 and grazing unit three. Army-owned
property within the lands returned to the public domain
would be retained for specialized training.

Environmental impacts would be the same as under
alternative three, but there would be no closures of New
Mexico Highway 506 for military reasons. There would be
a reduction in aircraft noise because the land north of

10
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Highway 506 that currently has a bombing range would be
returned to the public domain and military use would
cease. The tactical target complex proposed by the Air
Force on QOtero Mesa would also cease to be used; however,
military aircraft training in the air space over McGregor
Range would continue.

From a military operational standpoint impacts on
Patriot missile training would be the same as under
alternative three. There would be no military ground
operations on public lands on Otero Mesa north of New
Mexico Highway 506. The training would continue on
Army-owned lands within these areas.

Alternative five, the no-action alternative, would
not renew any portion of withdrawn land on McGregor
Range. All currently withdrawn lands would return to the
public domain. Army-owned parcels surrounded by public
land would be exchanged for public lands in the southern
part of McGregor Range to retain training capability and
essential infrastructure around the McGregor Range camp,
the McGregor ammuniticon supply point and the Meyer Range
complex.

The installation facilities on McGregor Range that
would have to be relocated elsewhere include the Oro
Grande Range, SHORAD Range and McGregor Range firing
complex. There would be no further military use of the
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lands returned to the public domain. Restricted air
space above the land area would continue to be used for
aircraft training by the military units in the region.

In addition to the environmental impacts that would
occur if alternative four were selected, there could be
increased soil erosion in the Tularcsa Basin portion of
the range from cleanup activities and grazing under the
no-action alternative; however, erosion from military
activities would be less and there would be a reduction
in noise associated with military activities.

Unless public access to portions of Tularosa Basin
is restricted prior to cleanup there could be increased
safety risks. A minor economic impact would result from
the decrease in military employment and purchases.

Operationally the military would continue aircraft
training in the air space above McGregor Range, but there
would be no military ground operations except at the
south end of the range.

Alternative six was developed using public comments
submitted during scoping. It was suggested that Congress
designate the Culp Canyon Wilderness study area as a
wilderness area. In additien it was suggested that
Congress could designate the Otero Mesa and Sacramento
Mountains foothills including in-holdings owned by the
Army as a national conservation area. The affected
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Army-owned in-holdings would be exchanged for other
public lands elsewhere within McGregor Range.

This alternative would require further
Congressional action separate from the Army’s proposed
renewal of the military land withdrawal and could alter
the management practices associated with the area
included in the national conservation area. Existing
grazing area would continue to be available for multiple
uses to the extent that the areas have productive value.

The land would be managed in accordance with public
land loss and Congressional specifications of the
national conservation area. The area as envisioned could
be designated along with alternatives three, four or
five. Environmental impacts would be the same as those
that would occur if alternatives three, four or five were
selected plus some changes to land use designations would
be required.

Military operational impacts would be the same as
those under alternatives three, four and five except no
military training would occur within the national
conservation area.

To sum up, the draft LEIS did not identify any
significant environmental impacts with any of the
alternatives compared to current conditions.
Operationally the renewal is needed to meet our nation’s
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training requirements now and into the future, but as I
mentioned earlier the Congressional decision on the
Army’s proposal will be in effect the record of decision
for the LEIS.

Comments we receive tonight will be used to prepare
the final LEIS which is scheduled for completion by
August 1999, While the Military Lands Withdrawal Act
only required a draft document, the Army has chosen to
complete a final LEIS that considers public comment on
the draft LEIS. The final LEIS will be distributed te
local libraries, individuals, agencies, local governments
and organizations. All of your comments on the draft
LEIS will be considered for the final.

Again, thank you for your time and attention and
now Mr. Tim Sanders from the BLM will discuss their role.
MR. SANDERS: Thank you, Andy. My name is Tim

Sanders. I'm the assistant field manager for the Las
Cruces office of the Bureau of Land Management. I°'d like
to talk to you tonight about BLM’s involvement in the
McGregor Range LEIS.

McGregor Range is a part of the public lands and is
administered jointly by the Las Cruces field office of
Bureau of Land Management and the U. S, Army/Fort Bliss.
The BLM manages McGregor Range much like the adjacent
public land provided for such uses as public access,
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hunting and livestock grazing.

The BLM 1s a cooperating agency in the McGregor
withdrawal project. In this capacity we have reviewed
draft documents and provided input for the development of
the withdrawal LEIS.

McGregor Range offers a spectacular assortment of
natural resources. McGregor Range contains three
distinct regions. 1If I could withdraw your attention to
the map to my right, going from the lower elevation to
the higher, we have the Tularosa Basin portion of
McGregor Range, the Otero Mesa portion and the mountain
foothills.

The area of McGregor Range known as Otero Mesa and
the mountain foothills contains some of New Mexico’s most
spectacular cultural, recreational, livestock, wildlife
and biclogical resources. Otero Mesa and the foothills
contains a nationally recognized wilderness study area,
the culp Canyon Wilderness study area, a black grama and
grassland area of critical environmental concern and
extensive deer and antelope herds. The area also
provides an important grazing resource and is one of the
few military withdrawals where the public is allowed
access.

As co-manager of McGregor Range the BLM has focused
its management on the protection and the enhancement of
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the range’s valuable public resources. The BLM worked
with Fort Bliss to develop the EIS alternatives presented
to you teonight. Alternative three is the most compatible
with resource values and public use interest of the
Bureau of Land Management. Under alternative three Otero
Mesa and the mountain foothills would be returned to
public land status and would be available for
unrestricted public use.

Ccongress will ultimately decide which boundary to
select for McGregor Range. Congress may very well select
an alternative other than alternative three. If this
were to occur there are five items that should be
addressed in whichever alternative is ultimately selected
by Congress.

These five items are, number one: Because of the
uniqueness of Otero Mesa and the mountain foothills, the
alternative selected must protect this valuable area.

Second, if an alternative withdrawing Otero Mesa
and the foothills is selected, the alternative must
restrict the types of military uses which would be
allowable on Otero Mesa and the foothills.

Third, the existing 1990 memorandum of
understanding between the BLM and the Army should be
incorporated into the alternative. This would ensure
continued public access and natural rescurce management
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by the BLM. Incorporation of the MOU would clearly
delineate management responsibility and would address
allowable lands and minerals uses on the range, wildlife
and cultural protection measures and livestock grazing
practices.

Fourth, the selected alternative must ensure
continued public access and, lastly, the withdrawal terms
should be commensurate with the foreseeable uses of the
range. The Fort Bliss mission master plan EIS indicates
a military planning horizon of 20 years. If there is a
withdrawal renewal, we believe it should be commensurate
with the military‘’s own 20-year planning horizon.

In closing, I would like to say that the public,
BLM and the Army have had a long relationship on McGregor
Range. This is a critical moment in determining the fate
of over one-half million acres of land in southern New
Mexico. It is crucial that the BLM and Army work at the
local level with the public’s input and support to craft
an alternative which will protect the public use and the
natural resources of McGregor Range.

Thank you very much.

MR. RUFFENNACH: Thank you, Tim. At this time we
would normally take a break to allow our speakers to
prepare or clarify any information or ask any questions
that they have of the presenters. With your permission I
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have one speaker who has expressed an interest to speak
this evening. 1I'd like to dispense with the break if
that’'s okay with everyone and just proceed directly to
the public comment peried.

Once again oral comments taken are no more or less
important than the written ones so again for those who
are in the audience and they’re not comfortable coming to
the microphone to speak, we strongly encourage you to
provide your written comments to the address that’'s shown
on the screen. Those comments are required to be in by
February 9th of this year so that they become part of the
official record. You may have noticed that we do, in
fact, have a court reporter here this evening who is
documenting this meeting as it has been done at the other
two locations that I mentioned to you earlier.

For those of you who are going to come to the
microphone to speak we ask that you please state your
name and your address and speak clearly so that the court
reporter can, in fact, get our comments. Once again we
will ask that you limit your comments to five minutes.
Even though we only have one speaker we are trying to
remain consistent in the way in which we conduct all
these meetings allowing others at the two locations only
five minutes as well.

So with that I will ask our first and only
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registered speaker at this point in time, Mr. Mark
Bentley to come to the microphone.

I'm sorry, Mr. Bentley, the one in the center of
the room.

MR. BENTLEY: I'm sorry. My name is Mark Bentley
and my address is 695 Sagewood Drive, Chaparral, New
Mexico, 880217418, and I was asked to represent the El
Paso Archaeologlical Society and I would like to first
mention what my credentials are so that some of the
things I‘l1l be mentioning it will be obvious that it
isn’t just top-of-the-hat sort of comments.

I just finished working out at the U. 5. Army Yuma
Proving Grounds on their range YEIS and out there at the
Yuma Proving Ground. I was the senior archaeologist. I
was in charge of field projects, NEPA documentation. I
completed 19 projects in 22 months as well as being a
core team leader for the range YEIS. I was in charge of
the cultural resources out there as well as the
socioeconomic analyses for Yuma and Yuma Proving Ground
to see what its effect would be at various levels.

My experience out there lasted two-and-a-half
years. Prior to that I lived in the El Paso region, and
I'm probably one of the most knowledgeable people of the
culture resources on McGregor Range. I worked ocut at
Fort Bliss before there was an environmental office and
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professionally I've worked out in the field on many
surveys. Some of the largest surveys conducted out there
I worked out there as a crew chief.

I worked on the Anapra information for the Corps of
Engineers, St. Louis district, for Fort Bliss, which is
the Native American grazing Repatriation Act. I also
worked on the National Register of Site Study for Fort
Bliss and I also worked on the site file project, which
was assessing all of the site projects -- all of the
projects that were conducted on Fort Bliss including
McGregor Range and compiling computerized data base. I
worked on that for a year with three other people.

I started working out there in 1977 on the survey
maneuver area 1 and 2, which is 198 square miles. I also
participated in the McGregor Range survey which was
conducted in 1978 by people from UT-Austin.

I‘ve worked on the Paloe-Indian site excavation up
in maneuver area 3. I worked in Dona Ana ranges, all the
ranges 2, 3, 47, 49, 51, 52 surveying those, and as for
McGregor Range, I‘ve surveyed a 36-square-kilometer area
north of the initial bombing range and I worked with the
Air Force engineers from Holloman on the installation of
that bombing range and we did have to move the location
for the reason that I’1ll mention in a moment.

McGregor Range -- Approximately 25 percent of
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McGregor Range is comprised of alluvial fans and these
are probably the most active geomorphological units of
McGregor. And there’s a zone, it's an interface between
the alluvial fans and the desert floor and it’s called a
transition season and it’s -- the lower gradients of the
alluvial fan are the most critical because that’'s

where -- if you’re dealing with cultural resources
because that’s where the majority of the populations were
living along doing agriculture out there. There are
prehistoric reservoirs out there. I wrote up the Hot
Well Pueblo Reservoir, which is in maneuver area 2
immediately south of McGregor less than a quarter of a
mile and also worked on other pueblos out there and also
used remote sensing in situations looking for additional
pueblos out there in the course of my cfficial
responsibilities.

And the point that I would like to make is
irregardless of which of these alternatives is chosen,
the interface of these alluvial fans needs to be taken
under consideration because the majority of the Native
American remains are going to be found in -- in among
those rooms of those pueblos, and the only other comment
I‘d like to make is that the El Paso Archaeological
Society fully supports Fort Bliss’ continued use of
McGregor Range.
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Thank you very much.

MR. RUFFENNACH: Thank you, Mr. Bentley. Once
again if I could have confirmation that no one else has
registered to speak.

1’11 ask now if anyone from the audience would like
to come to the microphone and make a comment, they may do
SO now.

Ma‘'am? And again please state your name and your
address very clearly for us.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: My name is Sally Savage, 829
Cloudburst Drive, El Paso, Texas, 79912. I'm
representing the Sierra Club of the El1 Paso regional
group, and we'd like to go on record supporting
alternative number 6. I guess the simplest way of
stating it is we basically believe that this area has
been stressed enough over the years and so therefore we
support the action of turning it into a national
conservation area. Thank you.

MR. RUFFENNACH: Thank you very much. Anyone else
who would like to make a comment, please. At this time?

With no other comments from the floor, that will
actually draw the meeting to a conclusicon this evening.
Once again a reminder that written comments c<an be made
to the address on the gcreen through February 9th, and we
would like on behalf of BLM and the U. S. Army to thank
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you-all very much for coming this evening. There are
officials from both of those agencies here who would be
more than happy to stay behind and talk with you and
ask -- answer any questions or provide ycu with any
additional information.

Again, thank you very much for coming.

(Proceedings concluded.)
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