MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
AND THE
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AIR COMBAT COMMAND

It is the desire of the Bureau of Land Management and the United States Air Force Air -

Combat Command that this Memorandum s¢rve as the basis for and beginning of a

cooperative and coordinated effort to maintsin and enhance the covironment and

resources in which they share a joint interest. In panticular, this Memorandum focuses on
the activities telared 10 (he Air Force's Proposed Cxpansion of German Air Force
Operations at Holloman AFB, New Mexico on the United States Ammy’s McGregor
Range, New Mexico, This memorandum documents the commitment of both agencies to
a continued and productive relationship with respect (0 activities on the range. lis
purpose 15 to deseribe and provide greater focus and detail to those commitments
geaeraliy described in the Environmental [mpact Stutement and subsequently discussed

by agency representatives.

Both parties understand and agree that the terms of this agreement are contingenmt on 2
number of events. First, a Record of Deciston in the Air Force Proposed Expansion of
German Alr Force Operaticns et Holloman AFB, New Mexico which selects the West
Otero Training Option for implementation.  Second, to the degree that any of the terms
included hérein are inconsistent with current ARMY/BLM MOU, US Fish and Wildlife
Service Biological Opinions or any other curren! Agency W Agency or Government to
Governmenl agreements the lerms of the cumrent agreement shall prevail and be
considered incorporated by reference inta this agreement. Further it is understood that
any agreement contained herein applies only to the United States Air Force and its
proposed operations under the referenced EIS and that the Air Force is without authorty
to bind or speak for the United States Army or in any way limit Army operalions on

McGregor Ranpe.

Additionally, both parties agree that in the event any ef the lerms of this agreement lead
to ar would result in, a violation of federal law those terms would be void and not binding

on either agency.

1. Public Access: The Air Force und BLM are resolved o proteg! public access
for multiple use activities. Air Combal Command agrees 1o the following:

a. Provide rouline public access on weekends from 1:00 p.m. Friday thorough
Sunday 9:00 p.m.

b. Provide access 24 hours before and after New Mexico Fish and Game
scheduled bip game hunis.
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c. Provide BLM with 5 tentative 30-day schodule of operations aned  final twa-
week schedule [o facilitate scheduling of BLM sdministrative sccess. (Thig might be

in¢luded as part of the Fort Bliss Master Range Schedule.)

d. Discuss with the U.S Army a1 For Bliss and the BLM the pessibility of
coardirating a |-200 number andfor a jeint website thal will post hours of public access
znd other range notes af public iatenesy

£. Comply with cxisting access permitting procedures in accordance with the
existing Memorandem of Understanding (MOU) between the U.S Army a: Fort Bliss and
the BLM.

. Oonee the impact area design i5 completed, the exact target location determined,
and the accompanying weapons safety foolpnnts, discuss the passibility ¢f using existing
roads for the salety buffer boundary, particularly zlong the castern side.

2. Crazing Program Management: The Alr Force and BLM will work tlogether to
ansure continualion af an effective grazing progmm. Air Combat Command agrees 1o the
foilowing:

a. Move the existing pipelines and stock tanks to outside of the impact area.

b. Relocate existing range irmprovements (fences, waps, eic.) from inside lo
outside the safety bufler where necessary.

c. Coordinare range closing for clegnup/canle weork. Restrict aperstions as
necessary (o meet BLM maintenance requirements,

d. Provide support i the form of forty man-hours per week to perfonm rouline
range managément tasks.

¢. Reimburse, replace, repair BLM range improvemesnts damaged as a result of
LUSAF activities on the rangs.

. Apree o discuss the possibility of additional wehnelogy dr.-\:ir:es which may be
added if necded, including such items as rough waler-heaters, monilor careras, pressure
BEnssrs, elo.

3. Wildlife: The BLM and the Air Force desire to continue {o feciiitaie an effective
wildlife management program. At Combat Command 2grees Lo

a. Epsore waler avadability by moving exsing infrastructure outside :mpact

arpa:
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b, Discuss expanding the charter of the muiti-agency theeatensd and endangercd
specics working group 10 include working cocperatively with other federal and spae
agencies with surveys and studies on big game and other natural resouree issues,

c. Wark cocperatively with other federal and siate agencies with surveys and
studies on the heditat/recovery of the Aplomado felcon.

4. Cultural Eesources: The BLM and the Air Force ate concemed about Narional
Historic and Culteral Preservation. Air Combat Command will:

t¢. Continue good faith governmert o government consultations with the
Mescalero Apache in face to face mestings with the goal of ascertzining impacts of the
propased action to Traditional Culiural Properties and Hesowrces {io inclode view studies

etc.}.

b. Make inventory reports and mitigetion plans available o the BLM =0 their
comments msy be considered in the course of consuliations with the State Historic

Preservation Office.

e. Discuss necessity of mitigations, if any, of potential historic landscupe, if and
when it is designated as such by the SHPO.

5. Arcas of Critical Environmental Concermn (ACECY: The Air Fore and BLM desire to
protect the resources within the ACECs, Air Combat Command will:

a. Allow for scheduled mctivities ¢onsistent with the Memoarzndum of
Understanding (MOU) with New Mexico Stite Uiniversity (NMSU).

b. [n accerdance with the Fort Bliss Integraicd MNatural Resources Management
Plan monitor the impacts o the ACECs within ihe safety buffer.

6. Culp Canyon Wildemess Swudy Area (W5A), The Air Force and BLM are concerned
about the natural acsthetic value of WSA. A Combat Command will:

a. Design flight pattemns 1o avatd overdliphts of the Culp Canyon WSA.

b. 11 is the Air Force inient to avoid low level (below 2000 fect AGL) overflight
of Culp Canyon WSA, Exceptions would inglude events such as sizecraft emergencizs.

7. Fire: The Air Foree and BLM are concerned with the impacts of {ites caused by
milary flight aperagons. Air Combeat Command will:

4. Cease military operations, on range, o allow for fire suppression.

b. Arrange for zir-space use for fire suppression aircrafl during a fire emergency,
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¢. Repair fire damage in accordance will the [ntegrated Natural Resaurce
Maragement Plan (10 include revegeiation of indiguncus plants).

Sigred this 26% Day of May 1998,

. <
FMICHELLE 1. CHAVEZ, . RBWALD G. OHOLENDT, Colonel
Chief, Airficid, Airspacs and Ranpe

Siate Direcior,
Buresy of Land Management, Managemeni Division

MNew Mexitn
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