PUBLIC NOTICE

Scoping Meetings to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement 
Analyzing the Impacts of Army Growth and Force Structure Realignment at Fort Bliss

Fort Bliss announces scoping meetings to engage members of the public and other interested parties in the environmental impact statement process addressing Fort Bliss Army Growth and Force Structure Realignment. This project tiers from the Army Growth and Force Structure Realignment Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (GTA PEIS), and evaluates alternatives at Fort Bliss for the use of stationing and training capacity, land use changes, and training infrastructure improvement. These alternatives support the stationing decisions made in the GTA PEIS Record of Decision signed December 2007, the continued mobilization and pre-deployment training mission at Fort Bliss, and reasonably foreseeable future stationing decisions that may affect this installation.


Alternatives proposed for analysis were developed in internal scoping meetings with the Fort Bliss Garrison, Installation Management Command - West Region (IMCOM-W), and U.S. Army Environmental Command (USAEC) staff. These alternatives were grouped into three categories. Category 1 contains stationing and training alternatives, Category 2 contains land use change alternatives, and Category 3 contains alternatives involving training infrastructure improvements. All three categories include a No Action alternative. Additional alternatives may be developed in response to comments received during the public scoping period.

Public Scoping meetings will be held at and on the dates and locations listed below. Meetings will begin at 6:00 p.m. with an informal poster display. Presentations by Army staff will begin at 6:30 p.m. followed immediately by an opportunity for public comment. The meeting will end at such time as no further comments are forthcoming.

All members of the public, Federal, State, and local agencies, Tribes, and other interested parties are invited to participate in this scoping process. Fort Bliss seeks comments on the alternatives proposed for analysis, on the proposed scope of analysis for specific resource areas, and other comments participants wish to make addressing the proposal.
	Otero County Commission, Room 253A
1000 New York Avenue
Alamogordo, NM  88310
October 14, 2008
	Mesilla Park Community Center
304 Bell Avenue 
Las Cruces, NM  88005
October 15, 2008

	
	

	Camino Real Hotel
101 South El Paso Street

El Paso, TX  79901
October 16, 2008
	Multi Purpose Center
190 County Line
Chaparral, NM  88081
October 17, 2008


To ensure scoping comments are fully considered in the Draft EIS, comments and suggestions should be received no later than November 10, 2008. Send written comments to Walter J. Christensen, Attn: FB GTA EIS; IMWE-BLS-PWE; Fort Bliss, TX 79916-6812; or faxed to (915) 568-3548.
For further information, please contact: Ms. Jean Offutt, Fort Bliss Public Affairs Office; 
IMWE-BLS-PA; Fort Bliss, Texas, 79916-6812; Tel: (915) 568-4505; Fax: (915) 568-2995; email: jean.offutt@us.army.mil.






