BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR SCOPING OF THE FORT BLISS ARMY GROWTH AND FORCE STRUCTURE REALIGNMENT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
In April 2007 the U.S. Army signed the Record of Decision (ROD) for the Fort Bliss, Texas and New Mexico, Final Supplemental Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS). The SEIS sought to more fully realize the training opportunities at Fort Bliss through land use changes and range construction, generally in support of the Heavy Brigade Combat Teams (HBCTs) stationed at Fort Bliss through the Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 2005 and the Global Defense Posture Realignment (GDPR) decisions.

In December 2007 the U.S. Army signed the ROD for the Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for Army Growth and Force Structure Realignment (GTA PEIS). This ROD directed the stationing of two light Infantry Brigade Combat Teams (IBCTs) at Fort Bliss, and one HBCT at White Sands Missile Range that will leverage the training infrastructure and range modernization at Fort Bliss.

This current effort – the Fort Bliss Army Growth and Force Structure Realignment Environmental Impact Statement – will tier from the GTA PEIS, and will evaluate alternatives at Fort Bliss for the use of stationing and training capacity, land use changes, and facility improvement. These alternatives support at Fort Bliss the stationing decisions in that December 2007 ROD, the continued mobilization and pre-deployment training mission, and reasonably foreseeable future stationing decisions.
Alternatives to the proposed action were developed in internal scoping meetings with the Fort Bliss Garrison, Installation Management Command - West Region (IMCOM-W), and U.S. Army Environmental Command (USAEC) staff. Additional alternatives may be developed in response to comments received during these public scoping meetings. Alternatives comprising the proposed action were grouped into three categories.  Category 1 contains stationing and training alternatives, Category 2 contains alternatives that require land use changes, and Category 3 contains alternatives involving facility improvements. All three categories include a No Action alternative.
The U.S. Army desires to solicit the views of the public regarding the scope of analysis in this EIS. All members of the public Federal, state, and local agencies, and Tribes are invited to participate in this scoping process for the preparation of this EIS through public meetings and submission of written comments. The scoping process will help identify alternatives, potential environmental impacts, and key issues of concern for analysis in the EIS. Scoping meetings will be held in the communities of El Paso TX, Chaparral NM, Las Cruces NM, and Alamogordo NM. 

To ensure scoping comments are fully considered in the Draft EIS, comments and suggestions should be received no later than November 10, 2008. Written comments should be forwarded to: Walter J. Christensen, Attn: FB GTA EIS; IMWE-BLS-PWE; Fort Bliss, TX 79916-6812; or faxed to (915) 568-3548.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: Ms. Jean Offutt, Fort Bliss Public Affairs Office; IMWE-BLS-PA; Fort Bliss, Texas, 79916-6812; Tel: (915) 568-4505; Fax: (915) 568-2995; email: jean.offutt@us.army.mil.
